
WEST CRAVEN HIGH SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Principal’s Welcome

Friday 23rd October

Mr Bates, Principal

 
 
Dear Parents / Carers  
The theme of the week has been all about rewards. We want to celebrate our students and encourage
them to be proud of their talents and to recognise and celebrate in their own success and that of
others. Students across all Year groups received ASPIRE certificates this week for demonstrating our
school values day-in, day-out. These students have received the most positive points from their
teachers since September. 5 students received the Principal’s Award, which only goes to a single
student in each year group, so a massive well done to these students, as these certificates are very
special. We also hosted our live rewards draw for the first time on Friday afternoon. This was following
student voice about how they wanted rewards to be re-shaped for them in 2026-27. We have handed
out prizes to over 60 students on Friday afternoon. Every student was represented in the draw, with
more chance of winning the more positives a student receives.  
 
Our Year 11 students are preparing for their mock exams, which are the first week back; the first exams
are on Monday 9th November. Students will complete full papers in most of their subjects based on
what they have learned so far since Year 10. We have given students revision guides and topic lists and
prepared them with practice questions and revision techniques. The two week holiday is a perfect
opportunity to revise those Year 10 knowledge gaps. The Year 11 students need some time to relax and
see friends and family, and recharge so they are ready to come back in November to tackle the half
term ahead. However, it is also a really important year for the GCSE students this year, so they should
spend some of this time using the revision techniques they have been taught. 

At West Craven High School, we are proud to be supporting Anti-Bullying Week 2025, which runs from
Monday 16th to Friday 20th November. This national campaign is a great opportunity to remind
everyone of the importance of kindness, respect, and standing up for one another. To launch the week,
we’re inviting all students and staff to take part in Odd Socks Day on Monday 20th November. This fun
and simple activity encourages everyone to celebrate what makes us all unique — just by wearing a
pair of odd socks! Throughout the week, students will take part in activities and discussions that
explore the importance of positive relationships, inclusion, and mutual respect. West Craven is a place
where everyone feels safe, supported, and valued.  

A massive thank you to families supporting us to improve attendance. If students are not in school,
they are not benefiting from all we have to offer in school. When students' attendance falls below 90%
they start to see their attainment drop a full grade, on average, from what they should achieve! I am
pleased to say that as a school, we have ended the half term with whole school attendance
90.37%. We need to keep that going all year and get attendance as high as possible! 

It has been a busy half term and the children have experienced and achieved a great deal over the
past 8 weeks. It has been a privilege to award the students with our ASPIRE certificates and Principal’s
awards this week in recognition of their efforts. I hope this half term gives all of our students and their
families an opportunity to rest and spend quality time together. I look forward to welcoming them all
back on 9th November.
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STARS OF THE WEEK

Congratulations to this week's top students from each form group.

7

8 9

10

STARS OF THE WEEK

7ABA - Jessica
7EEV - Nadia
7SHO - Cody
7DWI - Ollie

PYL - Freddie

8JPE - Emily
8MFO - Elissa

8YGR - Jessica
8 OCA - Louise

PYL -  Ethan

9 EAJ - Scarlott - Rose 
KSN - Thomas

RSW - Grace
NHU - Rita

Lucy - Henry

WDA - Elliot  
HWH - Oliver
SAH - Lucas

AYO - Connor
PYL - Ryan

11
ECU - Joshua 

MTV - Millie
DRA - Edward
API - Joshua
PYL - Adyan
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PASTORAL UPDATE YEAR 8
Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope this message finds you well.

It is hard to believe we have finally reached the end of what has been a very long half term. I
would like to congratulate all of our Year 8 students on the excellent way they have settled into
their second year at school.

Students have approached the challenges and opportunities of Year 8 with maturity,
enthusiasm, and a positive attitude. It has been wonderful to see their confidence continue to
grow both in lessons and around school.

A particular highlight this half term was our Open Evening. Many Year 8 students volunteered to
help and represented the school exceptionally well. They were welcoming, polite, and
enthusiastic, making a very positive impression on prospective parents, pupils, and staff. Their
willingness to support the event and share their experiences of school life was greatly
appreciated, and they should be very proud of the way they conducted themselves.
As we head into the break, I would like to thank all Year 8 students for their hard work and
commitment throughout the half term. I hope everyone has a well-earned rest and returns
refreshed and ready for another successful half term ahead.

Have a wonderful break, Year 8!

Mrs Harper
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MOCK EXAM TIMETABLE
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CURRICULUM UPDATE ENGLISH 
It’s been a busy half term in English! We have
celebrated success in assemblies with students
awarded certificates for becoming published poets
and for those that have achieved a reading age 17.
Students have been out with Mrs Macdonald to take
part in the Lancashire Book of the Year awards;
students in Yr7 and Yr8 have chosen their Bookbuzz
book, and all years have been showing wonderful
commitment to the topics this half term!

In Year 7, they have been studying Global Myths
and legends. Students have studied myths from
Theseus and the Minotaur to stories such as
Dashrath and Shravan Kumar to understand
different cultures and appreciate the stories that
have shaped cultures. For their assessment, they
created a story about a chimera – a monster made
of many different beasts!

In Year 8, we have been exploring
Shifa and Themba’s dystopian
world in the novel, Where the River
Runs Gold. We have been working
hard on improving our reading
fluency and students have been
using choral and echo reading to
develop this important life skill! In
Year 9, students have been
studying gothic literature and the
features of horror. They have been
following a dark novella called Jon
For Short and used the features of
horror to write their own terrifying
openings to a horror story

In KS4, students have been hard at work annotating and studying An Inspector Calls in Year 10
and The Strange Case of Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde in Year 11.
A reminder for Year 11 parents that we are studying AQA English Literature and Edexcel 2.0. Your
child should have received revision guides for Literature and Language – if they haven’t, please
ask them to speak to their teachers ASAP. Revision materials will be available on classcharts for
the mock exams straight after half term. The students will be taking Paper 1 for both
examinations.
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POWER TO PERFORM EVENT
On 15 October, we were delighted to welcome so many Year 11 students and parents to our
Power to Perform Evening. The event was very well attended and provided an important
opportunity for families to find out more about the year ahead.

The evening focused on preparing our students for their GCSE examinations and helping both
students and parents understand what to expect from Year 11, the support available, and how
we can work together to help every pupil achieve their very best.

Mr Bates began the evening by talking about the importance of GCSE qualifications and the
doors they can open for our young people as they consider their next steps and future
aspirations.

Students and parents then divided into smaller groups for focused sessions on effective
revision techniques and strategies. These sessions provided practical guidance on how
students can organise their revision, use their time effectively and prepare confidently for their
GCSE examinations

All students received new revision guides for all subjects and they also received a revision
timetable and exam revision techniques



www.westcraven.co.uk westcravenhighschool westcraven.barnoldswick

SPORTS UPDATE
🏐 Netball Victory! 🎉
Well done to our netball team, who secured a fantastic 4–2 win against Primet Academy
on 19 October! 👏
A brilliant team effort — congratulations to everyone involved!

A huge well done to our Year 7 netball team, who secured a fantastic 5–3 victory against
Primet Academy on Monday 19th October! 👏

We’re so proud of the team’s effort, teamwork and determination. Keep up the great
work, girls! 💙
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We are excited to let you know that our UK-wide student writing competition is now open.

Our theme is careers, created to encourage young people to think more about their futures,
explore different job possibilities and express themselves creatively through healthy, fun
competition, whilst also giving them opportunities through the prizes and experiences we have
on offer, to make professional connections and gain valuable experiences.

Please follow our website link: www.thelancashiremagazine.co.uk for further details on the
competition, the star judges, deadlines and how to enter.

If you need any help or further information, please let us know and we will be really happy to help.

Thank you and best of luck to your school.

Best wishes,
Jodie

WRITING COMPETITION



Congratulations to our pupils who received certificates
in assembly this week for reaching a reading age of 17 or
above in the recent NGRT. This is a fantastic
achievement. 

We would also like to say a huge well done to the six
pupils who successfully completed their reading logs
this half-term. 

We look forward to celebrating even more reading
successes when we return next half-term. 

www.westcraven.co.uk westcravenhighschool westcraven.barnoldswick

WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
The librarian loves The Authenticity Project by Clare Pooley.
It features six people all connected by one green notebook
left in a café. It is a warm and comforting read. 

Philip Pullman Returns to His Fantasy World - The New York
TimesSir Philip Pullman was born in Norwich on the 19th of
October 1946. 

Winner of many prestigious awards, including the Carnegie of
Carnegies and the Whitbread Award, Pullman’s trilogy His Dark
Materials has been acclaimed as a modern classic. It has sold
17.5 million copies worldwide and been translated into 40
languages. In 2005 he was awarded the Astrid Lindgren
Memorial Award. He was knighted in the 2019 New Year Honours
for services to literature. He lives in Oxford. 

His books are available in the school library.  
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
On Tuesday. Mrs. MacDonald took a small group of pupils to the first Lancashire Book of
the Year workshop. As you can see from the photographs, the pupils were delighted to
receive their books. These pupils, along with their classmates, will be reviewing these
books over the next few months. A second workshop will be held in March to discuss the
shortlisted titles 
 

Word of the Week 
Crepuscular is an adjective, and in a literary sense it means relating to or resembling

twilight. In zoological terms, it means appearing or being active during twilight. 
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COLLEGE OPPORTUNITY
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EXTRA CURRICULAR - AUTUMN TERM 1
We are pleased to share details of our Autumn Term 1 extracurricular programme, which offers a

wide range of lunchtime and after-school clubs designed to enrich students’ learning and support
their personal development.

This half-term, students can take part in a variety of activities including Homework Support Club,
Stage Door Drama Group, Cricket, Rounders, Imogen’s Dance School, Band Club, and many more.
These opportunities give students the chance to develop new skills, explore their interests, and

build confidence outside the classroom.

All students who attend extracurricular activities will receive positive points on ClassCharts,
recognising their commitment and participation. In addition, students who regularly attend clubs

throughout the term will be awarded a certificate at the end of the term to celebrate their
involvement.

We encourage all students to get involved and make the most of the fantastic opportunities
available.
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EXTRA CURRICULAR - AUTUMN TERM 1
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BARNOLDSWICK EVENTS COMING UP





DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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Monday 9th November – School re-opens
Wednesday 11  November Year 11 Electronics Masterclass Burnley
College

th

Thursday 26 November Star Awards Night at Colne Muni 
Thursday 26  November - Flu Vaccinationsth

Tuesday 1  December - Year 11 Mock Interviewsst

Thursday 10  December - Christmas Jumper Dayth

Thursday 10 December - Year 11 parents evening
Wednesday 16 December - Christmas Concert
Tuesday 22 December - end of term - students dismissed at 1pm
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OUR COMMUNITY
Community Advertisements

In this section of our newsletter, we share posters for local events, activities, and
charities. 

If you would like us to advertise a community event or club, please email
jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk.

Please note that West Craven High School is not affiliated with these
organisations and cannot endorse the events, promotions, or clubs. We will only

feature events that we consider appropriate for our school community.

Stay connected, follow us on Facebook and Instagram

A very warm welcome to all our new Year 7 families! 
We are thrilled to have you join the West Craven High School community. 
To stay updated on school news, student achievements, important events,

and reminders, we encourage all parents and carers to follow our official
Facebook and Instagram pages.

West Craven High School

WestCraven.Barnoldswick
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