WEST CRAVEN HIGH SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
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Friday 25th September

Dear Parent/Carer,

What a week of football it has been here at West Craven; 4 of our 5 teams have played in matches
this week and we are currently unbeaten! The Year 7 had an emphatic victory over Primet 10-2, with
the Year 8s beating them 7-2 and Year 9s winning their game against Primet 8-3. The Year 11s battled
hard to score a late winner at Park High. This has been our bogey team for a number of years now and
the team battled hard in a tight game to merge victorious. A massive well done to all involved!

Thursday evening was Burnley College Open evening. | know from speaking to Year 11, that many of
them went to look at the facilities and the different courses on offer. | would encourage Year 11 to
attend as many of these events as possible. We will be publishing a full list on our website next week.
There is so much choice and some amazing courses in a variety of sectors and industries. It might be
the opportunity to discover something that your child hadn't even thought of, from Motorsport
engineering and pit crew training to pilot training and drystone walling; there really is something for
everyonel!

This has meant that we have moved our Year 11 Power to Perform event to Thursday 15th October. This
will focus on the year ahead and preparation for the mock exams after the October Half Term. The
Year 11 students have started the year brilliantly, with determination and focus! Many have been
attending period 6 revision from week 1. It is important that they approach the final year with the right
mindset from the very start. The year will go quickly for Year 11s, with the first exams starting on 10th
May. We will outline the key dates and deadlines for students and parents and help support on how to
prepare and revise. We have already purchased and begun to issue revision guides and materials for
all subjects. West craven is committed to supporting every student to achieve to their full potential.
We will work with the students and the parents to do all we can to ensure that students are successful
this summer.

We held our MacMillan Coffee morning on Friday this week. This event was only open to the students
on this occasion, but please look out for our upcoming coffee mornings, where parents can come in to
discuss any issues with me and members of the senior team. There was teh usual ‘bake off’
competition and a huge spread of baked cakes from parents, staff and students. As Principal, | took
my role very seriously in taste testing as many as possible for the judging!

It is our Open Evening next week on Thursday evening, which is an exciting opportunity to meet the
new Year 5s and 6s and their parents, and show the community all that we are doing at West Craven
High School. Our Ofsted report won't be ready for this event, which is a shame as we can't wait to
share this with our parents and the community. We will publish this as soon as we can! The event runs
from 6pm to 8pm on Thursday 1Ist October and | look forward to meeting those new to our community,
as well as those who already know us through siblings or relatives already at the school.

Thank you for continued support

Mr Bates, Principal




STARS OF THE WEEK
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% 7ABA - Ruby
7EEV - Maddison %
7SHO - Suhaib
7DWI - Brooke
PYL - Ruby & Isaac

ECU - Amy
MTV - Artem
DRA - Loe
API - Faye
PYL - Summer

Congratulations to this week's top students from each form group.

www.westcraven.co.uk |‘ westcravenhighschool westcraven.barnoldswick
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PASTORAL UPDATE YEAR 9

It has been fantastic to welcome you all back to school after the summer break. You are
looking so well and have made an amazing start to the new academic year.

Already, we have seen excellent engagement in lessons, positive attitudes to learning, and
many achievements to celebrate. It has been wonderful to see you settling back into
school life so quickly and making the most of every opportunity.

Keep up this positive attitude and commitment to your learning. | am looking forward to
working with both pupils and families throughout the year and supporting you all to

achieve your very best.

Mrs. Freeman
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CURRICULUM UPDATE SCIENCE

Science Department Update: A Fantastic Start to September

The Science Department has enjoyed an excellent start to the new academic year, with
students across all year groups demonstrating enthusiasm, curiosity and a strong
commitment to their learning.

Year?7

Year 7 students have been learning about the human body and how it moves, developing their
understanding of the skeletal and muscular systems. They have now begun exploring the
particle model and how it helps scientists explain the behaviour of solids, liquids and gases in
the world around us.

Year 8

Building on their previous studies of evolution, Year 8 students have been investigating
variation and basic genetics, including hands-on DNA modelling activities. This has provided a
strong foundation for their current topic, where they are exploring the development of scientific

ideas about the atom and the origins of the periodic table.
- Year 9

Year 9 have started the year by studying global
warming and climate change, examining its
impact on melting ice caps, rising sea levels,

flooding and drought. To deepen their
- understanding, students have recreated models
of the greenhouse effect and investigated how it
influences water temperatures through
practical scientific enquiry.

Year10

Year 10 students began the year by revisiting key biological concepts, including cell structure
and function, before moving on to revise atomic structure and the periodic table. As part of
their learning, students worked collaboratively to build models representing the first 20
elements of the periodic table, helping to strengthen their understanding of chemical
organisation and trends.

To ensure that every student follows the most appropriate pathway to success, one Year 10
class has chosen, in consultation with teachers, to follow the AQA Synergy GCSE route after
carefully considering the available options. We would like to thank Mr Yoon and Mrs Evora for
their support in developing and facilitating this pathway.
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CURRICULUM UPDATE SCIENCE

Year1l

Year 11 students have made a strong start to their GCSE studies. In Biology, they have been
exploring homeostasis and investigating the effects of caffeine on reaction times through
practical experiments. In Chemistry, students have been studying rates of reaction, carrying out
a range of investigations into the effects of surface areq, temperature, concentration, pressure
and catalysts. In Physics, they have been developing their understanding of forces and
applying mathematical skills to calculate them.

—

STEM Club

We are delighted to continue offering our popular
STEM Club every Thursday after school. Led by Mr
Snyman and supported by Mr Fryer, the club provides
students with exciting opportunities to explore
science, technology, engineering and mathematics
beyond the classroom.

Year 11 Recognition

A special congratulations goes to our Year 11 students, who have demonstrated excellent
commitment, resilience and determination since the start of term. Their positive attitude
towards learning and strong attendance at Monday after-school Lesson 6 sessions has been
particularly impressive. Keep up the fantastic work as you continue your journey towards GCSE
success!

Science Department
Inspiring curiosity, developing scientific thinking, and preparing students for future success.
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SPORTS UPDATE

Year 8 Football Team Start Season with Impressive Victory

The Year 8 football team made a fantastic start to their season with an exciting 7-3
victory for West Craven.

The team produced an excellent attacking display, with Charlie scoring twice and Stanley
also netting two goals. Further goals came from Marcus, Owen and Ryder to complete a
superb team performance.

Congratulations to all the players involved on a brilliant start to the campaign. We wish
the team the very best of luck for the rest of the season.

Year 9 Football Team Start the Season in Style

The Year 9 football team got their season off to a fantastic start with an impressive 8-3
victory over Primet in their first match of the year. Tomas was in outstanding form,
scoring six goals, while Daniel added two more to complete the scoring.

It was a brilliant team performance and a great way to begin the season. Well done to all

the players involved on an excellent result, and good luck for the matches ahead!
Provide your feedback on BizChat
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY

The librarian loves Daughters of Night by Laura Shepherd-
Robinson. It is a well-researched book, and the author
perfectly captures Georgian London.
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We Are A Reading Academy

ilkley

literature
festival

There are several literature festivals taking place in October.
llkley Literature Festival starts on the 2nd of October; Lancaster
Literature Festival starts on the 1st of October and Harrogate
Literature Festival begins on the 23rd of October.

Word of the Week
Mitigate is a verb. When we mitigate something, we make it less harmful or
painful. It is derived from the Latin word mitigare, to soften.

The library has recently received
funding to purchase new books, and
we would love to hear your child's
suggestions. If there is a particular
book, author, series, or genre that they
would like to see in the library, please
encourage them to speak to Mrs
MacDonald. Their ideas will help us
ensure our collection reflects the
interests of our students.
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY

Student working in library at
night
The library is open after school
Monday — Thursday until 4pm
for pupils who wish to revise,
lborrow books, return books or
complete homework.

We Are A Reading Academy

H.G. Wells was born on September 21st
1866 in Kent. He was best known for the
science fiction novels The War of the
Worlds and The Time Machine. His books
can be found in the school library.

Seated boy with knees up in wingback
armchair, reading bookWe are encouraging
all students from Year 7 to Year 11 to spend at

least 1 hour a week reading at home. We
suggest that this is split into three 20-minute
sessions, but it is up to the individual child to
decide. Students can track their reading via
a reading log that they can collect from their
English teacher or the librarian. Once this is
completed, they can trade it in for 10 positive
points and a place on the “Library Wall of
Fame”. There is a wide range of books in the
library that your child may wish to borrow.

www.westcraven.co.uk |‘ westcravenhighschool @ westcraven.barnoldswick




HOME TO SCHOOL TRAVEL POLICY

Have your say on proposed changes to North Yorkshire Council's Home to School Travel
Policy.

Following a Post Implementation Review of the updated Home to School Tavel policy
introduced in 2024, North Yorkshire Council is inviting views on a number of recommended
changes.

The consultation is open now and runs until 4 November 2026. The review found that the
policy is largely working as intended, helping to create a fairer and more consistent
approach to transport eligibility while remaining in line with national guidance and on track
to deliver planned savings. It also identified areas where improvements could be made.

Executive member for education, learning and skills, Cllr Annabel Wilkinson, said: “We know
that school travel arrangements are incredibly important to families and that the changes
introduced in 2024 have affected some households more than others. “When the policy
changed, we promised to review how it was working in practice and to listen to the
experiences of families. OFFICIAL “We have carefully considered feedback from parents and
carers, schools and other stakeholders, alongside appeals, complaints and operational data.
“We would encourage people to take part as this is your opportunity to have your say and
help us to shape the future of our home to school travel policy in North Yorkshire.” If any
recommendations are approved, they would not take effect before September 2027 and will
apply to children starting in Reception and Year 7 in September 2028.

Families should continue to make school preference decisions based on the existing
arrangements while this process is completed. Eligibility for free travel would continue to be
based on a child’s nearest suitable school with available places.

The review does not propose a return to catchment-based transport eligibility. Find out more
about the review and take part in the consultation at https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/your-
council/consultations-and-engagement/current-consultations/have-your-say-proposed-
changes-our-home-school-travel-policy

www.westcraven.co.uk |‘ westcravenhighschool @ westcraven.barnoldswick
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Thursday 1st L EVENING

October 6pm - 8pm

O 01282 812292

\ SAVE WestCraven.Barnoldswick

- THE DATE

) West Craven High School

Book your tickets now www.westcraven.co.uk




COLLEGE OPEN EVENTS
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A LEVEL OPEN EVENT

SAT 26 SEP
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o NCC OPEN EVENTS
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JOINUSATOUR
OPEN EVENTS

REGISTER NOW! SEARCH “NELSON AND COLNE COLLEGE™

JOINUSATOUR { THUR1OCT

OPEN EVENTS TUES 17 NOV

REGISTER NOW! SEARCH “ACCRINGTON & ROSSENDALE COLLEGE"
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COLLEGE OPEN EVENTS

DISCOVER YOUR .

EXTRAORDINARY

CONNECT TO ARC

Thinking about life after school?

Whether you're interested in T Levels, V Levels,
Technical Courses or Apprenticeships, our Open
Events are your chance to explore your options,
discover new possibilities and find the path that's
right for you.

DISCOVER YOUR
EXTRAORDINARY

CONNECTTO

Thinking about life after school?

Whether you're interested in A Levels, T Levels,

V Levels, Technical Courses or Apprenticeships, our
Open Events are your chance to explore your options,
discover new possibilities and find the path that's
right for you.
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2026

Tuesday 1 October - 5:30pm = 7:30pm
Tuesday 17 November - 5:30pm - 7:30pm

2027

Thursday 14 January - 5:30pm = 7:30pm
Thursday 11 February - 5:30pm - 7:30pm
Tuesday 15 June - 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Friday 25 June - 9:30am - 2:30pm TBC

OPEN EVENT DATES
2026

A Level Open Event

Saturday 26 September - 10:00am - 2:00pm
School Leaver Open Events

Thursday 8 October - 5:30pm - 7:30pm
Tuesday 10 November - 5:30pm = 7:30pm

2027

School Leaver Open Events

Tuesday 19 January - 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Apprenticeship Open Event BOOK NOW
'_I'uasday 2 February - 5:30pm - 7:30pm -

Year 7-11 Event

Thursday 10 June - 5:30pm = 7:30pm

New Student Day

Thursday 24 June - g:30am - 2:30pm TBC

westcraven.barnoldswick
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EXTRA CURRICULAR - AUTUMN TERM 1

We are pleased to share details of our Autumn Term 1 extracurricular programme, which offers a
wide range of lunchtime and after-school clubs designed to enrich students’ learning and support
their personal development.

This half-term, students can take part in a variety of activities including Homework Support Club,
Stage Door Drama Group, Cricket, Rounders, Imogen’s Dance School, Band Club, and many more.
These opportunities give students the chance to develop new skills, explore their interests, and
build confidence outside the classroom.

All students who attend extracurricular activities will receive positive points on ClassCharts,
recognising their commitment and participation. In addition, students who regularly attend clubs
throughout the term will be awarded a certificate at the end of the term to celebrate their
involvement.

We encourage all students to get involved and make the most of the fantastic opportunities
available.

West Craven High School &

Lunchtime Clubs NG,

Library Library Library Library Library
Years 10 & 11 Years 7,8, & 9 Years 7.8, & 9 Years 7.8, & 9 Years 10 & 11

Choir
Lunch time
Room G8
Mrs Swinscoe & Mr
Gilmour

Computing
All Years

www.westcraven.co.uk |‘ westcravenhighschool @ westcraven.barnoldswick




EXTRA CURRICULAR - AUTUMN TERM 1

West Craven High School (Autumn Term 1)

After School Clubs

Technology
Room G7

Year 10811
Football

French Club
Room G3
KS3 &4

Library
omework club

Badminton
Sports Hall
Mr Wilson

Year788&9
Netball
3G Pitch
A Bateman

YR 7 Football
3G Pitch
Mr Foulds

Amy’s Dance Club

Library
Homework club

Band club
Main Hall
Mrs Swinscoe & Mr
Gilmour

Art
Room M10

Year 8&9
Football
Mr Cameron
3G Pitch

STEM Club
Room G9

Library
Homework club

Library
Homework club

SEN Homework
Club
Room G6

Crochet for
beginners
Room G6

|‘ westcravenhighschool @ westcraven.barnoldswick
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AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS - AUTUMN TERM 1
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LEARN TO DANCE AT

WEST CRAVEN HIGH SCHOOL
EVERY TUESDAY 3:30PM - 4:30PM- VENUE: GYM

UP TODAY

@ email: office@westcraven.co.uk

Places are limited, open to all year groups
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R
College Open Events 26/27

Summary

College What do When?
Name | they offer?
Nelson and Vocational Saturday 26™ September 2026 — 10.00am-2.00pm
Colne College A-Levels Thursday 8™ October 2026 — 5.30pm-7.30pm
T-Level Tuesday 10" November 2026 — 5.30pm-7.30pm
Apprenticeship | Tuesday 19 January 2027 — 5.30pm-7.30pm
Thursday 10™ June 2027 - 5.30pm-7.30pm
Accrington Vocational Thursday 1 October 2026 — 5.30pm-7.30pm
and A-Levels Tuesday 17™" November 2026 — 5.30pm-7.30pm
Rossendale T-Level Thursday 14™ January 2027 — 5.30pm-7.30pm
College Apprenticeship
Burnley Vocational Thursday 24 September 2026 — 5.30pm-8.00pm
College A-Levels Wednesday 21 October 2026 — 5.30pm-8.00pm
T-Level Thursday 17 November 2026 — 5.30pm-8.00pm
Apprenticeship | Tuesday 9" February 2027 — 5.30pm-8.00pm
Wednesday 24™ March 2027 — 5.30pm-8.00pm
Craven Vocational Monday 5" October 2026 — 5.30pm-7.30pm
College T-Level Wednesday 18" November 2026 - 5.30pm-7.30pm
Apprenticeship
Aviation Academy Dates
Wednesday 7™ October 2026 — 6.00pm-7.30pm
Thursday 8™ October 2026 — 6.00pm-7.30pm
Wednesday 14" October 2026 — 6.00pm-7.30pm
Wednesday 18™ November 2026 - 5.30pm-7.30pm
Wednesday 25" November 2026 — 6.00pm-7.30pm
Thursday 26™ November 2026 — 6.00pm-7.30pm
Myerscough Vocational Saturday 3™ October 2026 — 10.00am-1.00pm
College T-Levels Saturday 21% November 2026 — 10.00am-1.00pm
Apprenticeship | Saturday 6™ February 2027 — 10.00am-1.00pm
Saturday 17™ April 2027 — 10.00am-1.00pm
Training 2000 | Apprenticeship | Wednesday 27 January 2027 — 4.30pm-7.30pm
Thursday 28™ January 2027 — 4.30pm-7.30pm




DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Monday 28th September — Y11 NCC College support sessions
Thursday 1st October — Open Evening

Monday 5th October — Y11 NCC College support sessions
Wednesday 7th October — Y11 Geography Fieldwork Day one — Coasts
Monday 12th October — Altru Drama Stem

Monday 19th October = NCC Lunchtime drop in

Friday 23rd October — End of half term

Monday 9th Novemlber — School Reopens

Thursday 26™ November Star Awards Night at Colne Muni
Thursday 10" December - Year 11 parent evening

Wednesday 16" December - Christmas Concert

Tuesday 22" December - end of term - students dismissed at 1pm

LUBUSO
v
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OUR COMMUNITY

Community Advertisements
In this section of our newsletter, we share posters for local events, activities, and
charities.

If you would like us to advertise a community event or club, please email
jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk.

Please note that West Craven High School is not affiliated with these
organisations and cannot endorse the events, promotions, or clubs. We will only
feature events that we consider appropriate for our school community.

We are
Community

Stay connected, follow us on Facebook and Instagram

A very warm welcome to all our new Year 7 families!

We are thrilled to have you join the West Craven High School community.
To stay updated on school news, student achievements, important events,
and reminders, we encourage all parents and carers to follow our official
Facebook and Instagram pages.

West Craven High School

®
O WestCraven.Barnoldswick

www.westcraven.co.uk l‘ westcravenhighschool @ westcraven.barnoldswick




JOIN OUR YOlI T H BOARD
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Have your voice heard and help shape
the services, projects and decisions that
affect young people in your community.
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Scanthe QR to
find out more



At The National College, our WakeUpWednesdoy guides empower and equip parents, carers ond educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about enline safety, mental heaith and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by Mational Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
Fer further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

Eﬁc@umhﬁnmnﬂyhﬁoﬂmﬂ&mmgﬂm modes to Fortnite: Rockutnucqu,i'orhlh Fusﬁu‘ulund,ﬂwly
Lego Fortnite: a survival game using official Lego characters. There are lots of great nnchanlcsttmtenmmgn
creativity in children, bl.l‘l:-nlwllh ‘any online game — it's important to m'y aware of the potential risks.

T ARE = _ .‘\ :
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FEAR FACTOR

There iz no explicit violence in Lega Fortnite, but
there Is a lat of combat. While the battles in Lege
‘Fortnite remain very cartoonish and child
friandly, o lot of the action unfolds inside dark ~
‘caves, with spiders, skeletons or scary-looking
monsters. The game can alittle spooky at
' times, which could scare younger

players.

COMPLEX GAMEPLAY

net as simple as something like Minecraft. There
are lots of ditferent crafting stations ond loads

of itams to use or combine (including various

- rarities to seek out and harvest). The gathering
and crafting elemaents of the game can get quite
eomplicated and confusing, which could be a
source of frustration for some younger players.

Mousrmﬁou

nﬂluuuﬁnlluuhﬂunshop
N — hhmmmmmmuﬂ-ﬂth
g Telecsed, the makers introduced thousands of
&urﬂﬂﬂdhor&ghﬂmﬁm
Owning an eriginal Fortnite cosmetic
means you also own the LEGO version at no
extra cost, but the addition of thess extra
versions could potentially spark new interest in
young players, making kmmmwaswm
real money for these in-game occessories.

-

ONLINE PLAY

i . mmmnmmmm

. with the base gome. While o player's LEGO world

‘ Iz private when it's first created, they can then
Invite anyona on their In-game friends list to
play with them. If any strangers are on this
friends list, they can be invited onto their server.

Thankfully, Epic Games has implemented W
reporting system, as well as tools to kick other
players from the gamae.

4
SET LITTLE CHALLENGES PLAY TOGETHER

As we've noted, the game is a lot more Take some time to play the game together. Not

A 4 LEGO IS FRIENDLY

W Much like real Lego, this game is incredibly
i

Inviting. It's friendly, fun and accessible: a younger " difficult than it may seem, which could be frustrating only will that help with some of the complicated
~ ; Pplayer could still enjoy this title even if they'd never By o upsetting for some younger players. While the game tasks, but it's also just a fun pastime. Playing with
~ Jl played Fortnite before. With sanitised viclence, itsafar ~ *  does a good job of setting realistic targets for players, it family members also reduces the potential for younger
Ml more tamily-friendly gaming experence all round - can still feel overwhalming. If parents suggest smaller players to Invite strangers to enjoy the game with - if
worth bearing In mind if you're concerned about challenges - such as bullding o house = children can any are on thelr friends list. Furthermore, playing with
children and young people being exposed to violent or % flex their creativity, express themselves with their builds children will et you more etfactively limit their time

frightening content. and feel a real sense of accomplishment. spent on the game. Instead of “switch it off”, you can
now say “let’s play some more loter!”
Sy _4 3 T Y —

If a child has provided thelr parents’ emall address and been given consent to make in-game purchases, it's worth keeping an eye on how much gets spent on the
in-game currency, V-Bucks. It's very tempting te buy character skins in LEGO form, as a way of expressing yourself and looking cool and unique. As you may know already,
the average skin costs between £6-18, which can add up very quickly i no'lmlud and limited. Keap in mind that you can make it necessary to entar a PIN code to validate

every purchase using the game's parental controls, and you can prevent the game from saving your payment infermation whenever you make a purchase, Furthermare,
players under-13 automatically have their spending limited to $100 (£78.55) per day.

1 .
Meet Qur Expert The
Daniel Lipscombe is a writer specialising in technology, video gaming, virtual N . I
reality, augmented reality and Web3. He has also written 15 guidebooks for ationa
children, covaring games such as Fortnite, Apex Legends, Valarant, Roblex and

Minecraft. With werk published by the likes of PC Gamner, Kotaku, Pocket Gamer = ':_' e - CO"EQE
and V3247, he has reviewed more than 50 games and products over the past year.

X @wake_up_weds n Jwuw.thenationalcollege @ @wake.up.wednesday d‘ @wake.up.weds

usars of this guide do so at their own discretion. Mo liability is entered into. Release date: 07.08.2024 Last reviewed: 09.08.2024
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	Year 10
	Year 10 students began the year by revisiting key biological concepts, including cell structure and function, before moving on to revise atomic structure and the periodic table. As part of their learning, students worked collaboratively to build models representing the first 20 elements of the periodic table, helping to strengthen their understanding of chemical organisation and trends.
	To ensure that every student follows the most appropriate pathway to success, one Year 10 class has chosen, in consultation with teachers, to follow the AQA Synergy GCSE route after carefully considering the available options. We would like to thank Mr Yoon and Mrs Evora for their support in developing and facilitating this pathway.


	CURRICULUM UPDATE SCIENCE
	Year 11
	Year 11 students have made a strong start to their GCSE studies. In Biology, they have been exploring homeostasis and investigating the effects of caffeine on reaction times through practical experiments. In Chemistry, students have been studying rates of reaction, carrying out a range of investigations into the effects of surface area, temperature, concentration, pressure and catalysts. In Physics, they have been developing their understanding of forces and applying mathematical skills to calculate them.

	STEM Club
	We are delighted to continue offering our popular STEM Club every Thursday after school. Led by Mr Snyman and supported by Mr Fryer, the club provides students with exciting opportunities to explore science, technology, engineering and mathematics beyond the classroom.

	Year 11 Recognition
	A special congratulations goes to our Year 11 students, who have demonstrated excellent commitment, resilience and determination since the start of term. Their positive attitude towards learning and strong attendance at Monday after-school Lesson 6 sessions has been particularly impressive. Keep up the fantastic work as you continue your journey towards GCSE success!

	Science Department
	Inspiring curiosity, developing scientific thinking, and preparing students for future success.


	SPORTS UPDATE
	Year 8 Football Team Start Season with Impressive Victory
	The Year 8 football team made a fantastic start to their season with an exciting 7-3 victory for West Craven.
	The team produced an excellent attacking display, with Charlie scoring twice and Stanley also netting two goals. Further goals came from Marcus, Owen and Ryder to complete a superb team performance.
	Congratulations to all the players involved on a brilliant start to the campaign. We wish the team the very best of luck for the rest of the season.
	Year 9 Football Team Start the Season in Style
	The Year 9 football team got their season off to a fantastic start with an impressive 8-3 victory over Primet in their first match of the year. Tomas was in outstanding form, scoring six goals, while Daniel added two more to complete the scoring.
	It was a brilliant team performance and a great way to begin the season. Well done to all the players involved on an excellent result, and good luck for the matches ahead!
	Provide your feedback on BizChat

	WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
	The librarian loves Daughters of Night by Laura Shepherd-Robinson. It is a well-researched book, and the author perfectly captures Georgian London.
	There are several literature festivals taking place in October. Ilkley Literature Festival starts on the 2nd of October; Lancaster Literature Festival starts on the 1st of October and Harrogate Literature Festival begins on the 23rd of October.
	Word of the Week
	Mitigate is a verb. When we mitigate something, we make it less harmful or painful. It is derived from the Latin word mitigare, to soften.
	The library has recently received funding to purchase new books, and we would love to hear your child's suggestions. If there is a particular book, author, series, or genre that they would like to see in the library, please encourage them to speak to Mrs MacDonald. Their ideas will help us ensure our collection reflects the interests of our students.


	WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
	Student working in library at night
	The library is open after school Monday – Thursday until 4pm for pupils who wish to revise, borrow books, return books or complete homework.
	H.G. Wells was born on September 21st 1866 in Kent. He was best known for the science fiction novels The War of the Worlds and The Time Machine. His books can be found in the school library.
	Seated boy with knees up in wingback armchair, reading bookWe are encouraging all students from Year 7 to Year 11 to spend at least 1 hour a week reading at home. We suggest that this is split into three 20-minute sessions, but it is up to the individual child to decide. Students can track their reading via a reading log that they can collect from their English teacher or the librarian. Once this is completed, they can trade it in for 10 positive points and a place on the “Library Wall of Fame”. There is a wide range of books in the library that your child may wish to borrow.

	HOME TO SCHOOL TRAVEL POLICY
	Have your say on proposed changes to North Yorkshire Council's Home to School Travel Policy.
	Following a Post Implementation Review of the updated Home to School Tavel policy introduced in 2024, North Yorkshire Council is inviting views on a number of recommended changes.
	The consultation is open now and runs until 4 November 2026. The review found that the policy is largely working as intended, helping to create a fairer and more consistent approach to transport eligibility while remaining in line with national guidance and on track to deliver planned savings. It also identified areas where improvements could be made.
	Executive member for education, learning and skills, Cllr Annabel Wilkinson, said: “We know that school travel arrangements are incredibly important to families and that the changes introduced in 2024 have affected some households more than others. “When the policy changed, we promised to review how it was working in practice and to listen to the experiences of families. OFFICIAL “We have carefully considered feedback from parents and carers, schools and other stakeholders, alongside appeals, complaints and operational data. “We would encourage people to take part as this is your opportunity to have your say and help us to shape the future of our home to school travel policy in North Yorkshire.” If any recommendations are approved, they would not take effect before September 2027 and will apply to children starting in Reception and Year 7 in September 2028.
	Families should continue to make school preference decisions based on the existing arrangements while this process is completed. Eligibility for free travel would continue to be based on a child's nearest suitable school with available places.
	The review does not propose a return to catchment-based transport eligibility. Find out more about the review and take part in the consultation at https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/your-council/consultations-and-engagement/current-consultations/have-your-say-proposed-changes-our-home-school-travel-policy
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	COLLEGE OPEN EVENTS
	COLLEGE OPEN EVENTS
	EXTRA CURRICULAR - AUTUMN TERM 1
	We are pleased to share details of our Autumn Term 1 extracurricular programme, which offers a wide range of lunchtime and after-school clubs designed to enrich students’ learning and support their personal development.
	This half-term, students can take part in a variety of activities including Homework Support Club, Stage Door Drama Group, Cricket, Rounders, Imogen’s Dance School, Band Club, and many more. These opportunities give students the chance to develop new skills, explore their interests, and build confidence outside the classroom.
	All students who attend extracurricular activities will receive positive points on ClassCharts, recognising their commitment and participation. In addition, students who regularly attend clubs throughout the term will be awarded a certificate at the end of the term to celebrate their involvement.
	We encourage all students to get involved and make the most of the fantastic opportunities available.

	EXTRA CURRICULAR - AUTUMN TERM 1
	AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS  - AUTUMN TERM 1
	DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
	Thursday 1st October – Open Evening
	Monday 5th October – Y11 NCC College support sessions
	Wednesday 7th October – Y11 Geography Fieldwork Day one – Coasts
	Monday 12th October – Altru Drama Stem
	Monday 19th October – NCC Lunchtime drop in
	Friday 23rd October – End of half term
	Monday 9th November – School Reopens
	Thursday 26th November Star Awards Night at Colne Muni
	Thursday 10th December - Year 11 parent evening
	Wednesday 16th December - Christmas Concert
	Tuesday 22nd December - end of term - students dismissed at 1pm
	Monday 28th September – Y11 NCC College support sessions

	OUR COMMUNITY
	Community Advertisements
	In this section of our newsletter, we share posters for local events, activities, and charities.
	If you would like us to advertise a community event or club, please email jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk.
	Please note that West Craven High School is not affiliated with these organisations and cannot endorse the events, promotions, or clubs. We will only feature events that we consider appropriate for our school community.

	Stay connected, follow us on Facebook and Instagram
	A very warm welcome to all our new Year 7 families!
	We are thrilled to have you join the West Craven High School community.
	To stay updated on school news, student achievements, important events, and reminders, we encourage all parents and carers to follow our official Facebook and Instagram pages.
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