
 

 

 

 
 
JB/CB  21 July 2026 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Free school meals are being expanded from September:  
 
From September 2026 the Department for Education is extending entitlement to free school 
meals to include all children from households in receipt of Universal Credit.  
 
Although eligibility will be granted to all Universal Credit recipients, it is important to note that 
families do still need to apply to receive the meals.  
 
If your child is currently registered as being in receipt of free school meals through 
Lancashire County Council, you DO NOT need to reapply, as your child’s eligibility to 
continue receiving this provision will be automatically reassessed before September 
2026.  
 
Where your child is moving to a school located outside of Lancashire, then you will need to 
reapply for this provision through the new authority/school. Similarly, if your child is moving 
to a school located in Lancashire, then you will need to apply via Lancashire County 
Council Apply for free school meals and pupil premium  
 
Please be aware that any previous protections which applied to children already in receipt of 
free school meals will no longer apply. Eligibility will be based on whether you are in receipt 
of any of the benefits, as shown below:  
 
• Universal Credit  
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance  
• Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999  
• The Guarantee element of Pension Credit  
 
From September 2026 there will be 2 categories of eligibility for free school meals:  
 
Targeted FSM: this covers children in households in receipt of Universal Credit with annual 
household earnings of £7,400 or less. These children will attract pupil premium and other 
disadvantage funding for their schools. Other education entitlements, such as the holiday 
activities and food programme (HAF) and the ‘extended rights’ element of school travel 
assistance, will be based on targeted free school meals.  
 
Expanded FSM: this covers children who are in households receiving Universal Credit with 
annual household earnings exceeding £7,400. Children will be entitled to free school meals 
only.  
 
You can check your child's eligibility for free school meals here Free School Meals Checker - 
Check Eligibility Online | LGfL FSM 
   
 
 
 
 
 

https://www21.apps.lancashire.gov.uk/w/webpage/2047GBLSM1?webpage_token=ca4e89648aa0a1dfba85eade84642ff620e35d14c9854e9b266cafe799c52ce2&auth=N2Y5MGFkZjQzOTcw&id=14703579
https://fsm.lgfl.net/
https://fsm.lgfl.net/


For those wanting to apply, applications can be made through the council website Apply for 
free school meals and pupil premium 
  
In September we will be writing to all parents to request NI numbers. This will help us to 
support you in checking eligibility and applying for Free School Meals.  
 
If you have any further questions about this change or if you need support with the 
process, please contact us.  
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Mr J Bates 
Principal  
 

https://www21.apps.lancashire.gov.uk/w/webpage/2047GBLSM1?webpage_token=ca4e89648aa0a1dfba85eade84642ff620e35d14c9854e9b266cafe799c52ce2&auth=N2Y5MGFkZjQzOTcw&id=14703579
https://www21.apps.lancashire.gov.uk/w/webpage/2047GBLSM1?webpage_token=ca4e89648aa0a1dfba85eade84642ff620e35d14c9854e9b266cafe799c52ce2&auth=N2Y5MGFkZjQzOTcw&id=14703579

