
WEST CRAVEN HIGH SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Principal’s Welcome

Friday 17th July

Mr Bates, Principal

Dear Parents / Carers 
 
I can’t believe that I am writing the last ebulletin address of the year. It doesn’t seem so long
ago that I was writing the first one in September! The year has gone so fast, but then time flies
when you’re having fun! It has been an excellent year, with our students taking part in
competitions and sporting events, experiencing a wealth of trips and visits, from local visits to
residential trips to London and Barcelona, incredible music concerts, and our first production,
The Adams Family.
 
None of this can happen without the hard work and commitment of all of the staff in school. I
am extremely lucky to have such dedicated people within the school and the community and I
would like to thank them all for their support. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank
you for your support. I thank you for supporting your child by attending key events such as
Parents' Evenings, information evenings, and other events in school. I thank you for buying the
shoes, sports equipment, and checking your child is dressed properly for school. I thank you
for being at the end of the telephone or coming into school when we need to work together.
The partnership between the school and you, as parents, is essential in making West Craven
the best school for this community. I thank you for that partnership.
 
I would also like to thank those staff that are leaving us at the end of the year. Miss Hussain, Mr
Hargreaves and Miss Moore. They will be very much missed, but we wish them well for the
future and hope they keep in touch. We also say goodbye to Mrs Rose or more fondly known
by staff and students as Nancy. Nancy has worked with the school for some 33 years. We will
miss you!
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STARS OF THE WEEK

Congratulations to this week's top students from each form group.
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STARS OF THE WEEK

 7AOP - Summer 
  7MFO - Gracie
  7OCA - Charlie
7YGR - Maryam

PYL - Jacob

 8 EAJ - Oliver 
8KSN  - Mohammed

 8NHU - Harry
 8 RSW - Sophie

PYL - Rita

9 HWH - Elsie 
 9 AYO - Connor

 9 LWI - Harry
9 WDA - Ellie

PYL - Ellie

 10ABA - Samuel 
 10 KMC - Noah
 10 DWI - Elisha
 10 JPE - Amber
  10 ASC - Toby
 PYL - Summer
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PASTORAL UPDATE YEAR 9
This Summer term has passed so quickly for me, but I guess for you as students and parents, the
whole year has flown by as we approach the end of another academic year.

Year 9 now look ahead to becoming year 10 students and to starting their Key Stage 4 studies with
options already chosen and decided. This will certainly bring a lot of new challenges, as well as hard
work, with the necessity of keeping on top of homework / coursework. Parental support with this is
invaluable and very much appreciated.

Small changes to the school systems for next year mean that I will remain with the year group as
their Pastoral Lead, allowing me to continue to build the relationships with students and parents,
supporting their academic successes to come.

A small group of year 9's represented school recently at a Diversity event at Nelson and Colne
College. Several students (you know who you are) interacted in an absolutely perfect manner and
took a lot from the day. It was a pleasure to take them out of school allowing the teamwork and
positivity to shine in both the boys and the girls groups.

Before we throw ourselves into the Summer break, we look forward next week to the school sports
day my first at West Craven, and the Blackpool reward trip. It will be interesting to see the
competitive side come out of students and staff next week. Hopefully the weather will remain kind
and not be too hot.

I wish you all, students and parents, a restful and safe break over Summer with whatever you are
doing.

Thank you for your continued support.

Helen Smith I Pastoral Lead Year 9 
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YEAR 10 FOOD TECHNOLOGY MOCK EXAM CREATIONS
Our talented Year 10 Food Technology students have been putting their culinary skills to the test
as part of their mock practical examinations. The photographs showcase an impressive range of
dishes, highlighting the creativity, technical skills and attention to detail that students have
developed throughout the course.

From beautifully presented sweet treats to carefully crafted savoury dishes, each creation
demonstrates the hard work and dedication our students have invested in preparing for their
assessments. As well as producing delicious dishes, students were challenged to plan, prepare and
present their food independently whilst applying a range of cooking techniques and demonstrating
their understanding of nutrition and food safety.

We are incredibly proud of the standard of work on display and the professionalism shown by our
students during their mock exams. Well done to everyone involved, and we look forward to seeing
them continue to develop their skills as they prepare for their final assessments next year.

Mrs Whittle
Head of CVOC



Year 7 students have successfully completed their exciting project on the Earth's structure and
the Universe. Throughout the term, students explored the different layers of the Earth,
investigated our solar system, and developed their understanding of space. They also carried
out practical investigations into speed and gravity, using scientific methods to collect, analyse
and interpret data. The students demonstrated excellent curiosity, teamwork, and problem-
solving skills, making this a highly successful and engaging unit of work.
 
Year 8 students have been exploring the fascinating topic of evolution, studying how
competition and variation within species contribute to survival. They have learned about
Charles Darwin's groundbreaking research and the theory of natural selection, often described
as the "survival of the fittest", and considered how organisms adapt to their environments over
time.
In Chemistry, pupils have taken part in a range of practical activities investigating combustion
and chemical reactions, observing evidence of chemical change and developing their laboratory
skills. In Physics, students have been carrying out investigations into magnets and
electromagnets, exploring magnetic fields, factors affecting magnetic strength, and the many
real-world applications of electromagnetism. Their enthusiasm and engagement throughout
these topics have been excellent.
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CURRICULUM UPDATE SCIENCE



Year 9 students have been investigating waves and their properties, including how waves
transfer energy and information. They have explored the electromagnetic spectrum, learning
about the different types of electromagnetic waves and their uses in everyday life, from
communication technologies to medical applications.
To finish the year, students applied their scientific knowledge and enquiry skills by designing and
carrying out their own investigations, selecting variables, collecting data, and evaluating their
results. They also took part in an exciting STEM tower-building challenge, using creativity,
teamwork, and problem-solving skills to construct strong and stable structures. These activities
provided an excellent opportunity for pupils to develop independence, resilience, and practical
scientific skills.

Year 10 students have completed their mock examinations this half term. The focus before the
exams was on developing effective revision techniques and study strategies to help pupils
prepare with confidence. Following the mocks, students have been analysing their results and
working closely with their science teachers to identify and address any knowledge gaps.
Alongside strengthening subject knowledge, pupils have been developing the exam skills needed
to successfully apply their scientific understanding to a range of question types.

Following this period of reflection and improvement, students have enjoyed a variety of
practical activities linked to their examination pathways. These have included planning and
carrying out investigations into acceleration, exploring motion and data analysis, speed stacking
challenges to develop reaction time and data-handling skills, and titration experiments to build
practical chemistry techniques. These activities have provided valuable opportunities for pupils
to apply their knowledge, develop scientific enquiry skills, and gain confidence in both practical
and theoretical aspects of science.
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CURRICULUM UPDATE SCIENCE

Mrs Scott
Head of Science
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SPORTS UPDATE
Year 7 Rugby Programme Comes to a Successful Conclusion

Year 7 students recently took part in their final rugby session with Simon from the RFU Game
Management System, bringing four weeks of learning and development to a fantastic close. 

Throughout the programme, students have built their understanding of key rugby skills,
including passing, scrumming, rucking and tackling. In the final session, they had the
opportunity to revisit and refine these techniques before putting them into practice during a
full game. 

It was great to see the progress students had made, with some excellent examples of skill,
teamwork and determination on display. The sessions have not only helped students develop
their rugby abilities but have also reinforced our core PE values of hard work, resilience and
working together to achieve success. 

A huge thank you to Simon and the RFU for their support and expertise throughout the
programme.



A huge thank you to everyone who joined us this week to watch The Addams Family Experience! 

We hope you enjoyed the performances as much as our talented students enjoyed bringing the
show to life. Thank you for your fantastic support, it means so much to everyone involved.

A special thank you to Stage Door Drama School for working with our students every week after
school to bring this fantastic production to the stage. Your dedication, expertise and
encouragement have helped create an unforgettable experience for our young performers.
A heartfelt thank you also goes to our wonderful staff, whose hard work behind the scenes
helped organise and deliver such a successful event. From rehearsals and technical support to
front-of-house and everything in between, your commitment made the show possible.

We are incredibly proud of everyone involved and look forward to welcoming you back for
another amazing production next year! 
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ADDAMS FAMILY EXPERIENCE
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GOODBYE AND GOOD LUCK

Farewell and Best Wishes, Nancy
After an incredible 33 years of dedicated service, we say a fond farewell to

Nancy as she retires from her role as Welfare Assistant at West Craven High
School.

For more than three decades, Nancy has been a caring and reassuring
presence for generations of students and staff. Her kindness, compassion and
unwavering commitment to supporting the wellbeing of our school community

have made a lasting difference to countless young people and colleagues
alike.

Nancy’s warmth, friendly smile and willingness to go the extra mile will be
greatly missed by everyone at West Craven High School. We are incredibly

grateful for her years of loyal service and the positive impact she has had on
our school.

On behalf of everyone at West Craven High School and Pendle Education Trust,
we would like to thank Nancy for her outstanding dedication over the past 33

years. We wish her a long, happy and well-deserved retirement filled with good
health, relaxation and many wonderful new adventures.





Top Tips for Supporting Your Child's Reading at Home 
 
Reading at secondary school is about much more than simply reading the words on a page.
Students are expected to think deeply about texts, understand new vocabulary, make
inferences, and explain their ideas using evidence. Here are some ways you can support your
child's reading at home. 

Before Reading 
Look at the title and cover together. Ask your child what they think the text might be about and
what clues helped them make that prediction. 
Discuss the genre. Is it fiction, non-fiction, biography, mystery, fantasy, or another type of text?
How can they tell? 

During Reading 
Talk about unfamiliar words. Encourage your child to work out meanings from the context and
use a dictionary when needed. 
Develop vocabulary. Ask your child to suggest alternative words. For example, what other words
could be used instead of big, happy, or sad? 
Ask prediction questions. What do they think will happen next? What evidence from the text
supports their idea? 
Discuss characters. How are the characters feeling? What in the text suggests this? 
Explore the writer's choices. Why has the author used certain words, phrases, or descriptions?
What effect do they create? 
Talk about key events. What problems or challenges are presented? How do the characters
respond to them? 
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
The school would like parents and carers to encourage their children to read during the
summer holidays. Reading with young people is an important way to support their learning,
confidence, and wellbeing. As young people grow older, reading together can still be valuable,
even if they are able to read independently. Sharing books, articles or stories gives parents and
carers opportunities to discuss ideas, explore different viewpoints and strengthen
communication. Regular reading helps teenagers develop a wider vocabulary, improve their
comprehension skills, and build critical thinking. It can also encourage empathy by allowing
them to understand the experiences and feelings of others. By showing an interest in what
teenagers read and making time to talk about books, adults can help foster a lifelong love of
reading and learning.

The children who joined us for transition day all received a book to read over the summer
holidays. If your child was not able to attend the transition day, please contact the school to
make arrangements to receive the book. 

Please see below some tips on how you can support your child's reading journey:



After Reading 
Discuss the resolution. How was the problem solved? Could it have ended differently? 
Encourage opinions. Did your child enjoy the text? Why or why not? 
Ask for evidence. Encourage them to explain their ideas using examples from the text. 
Reflect on learning. What new information, ideas, or perspectives have they gained from
reading? 

Reading Aloud 
Although older children often read independently, reading aloud can still be valuable.

Encourage your child to: 
Read with expression. 
Pay attention to punctuation. 
Consider how different characters might sound. 
Pause at full stops and change their tone for questions and exclamations. 

Quality Conversations Matter 
You do not need to read an entire chapter or book every evening. Spending 10–15 minutes
discussing a short section of text can be just as beneficial. Focus on: 

Character development 
Themes and messages 
Setting and atmosphere 
Language choices 
Plot developments 

Remember: All Reading Counts 
Reading books is important, but so is reading newspapers, magazines, websites, instructions,
recipes, reviews, and articles. Encouraging your child to read a wide range of texts helps to build
confidence, knowledge, and vocabulary. 

Regular conversations about reading can make a significant difference to your child's progress
and enjoyment of books. 
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
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EXTRA CURRICULAR - SUMMER TERM 2
We are pleased to share details of our Summer Term 2 extracurricular programme, which offers a

wide range of lunchtime and after-school clubs designed to enrich students’ learning and support
their personal development.

This half-term, students can take part in a variety of activities including Homework Support Club,
Stage Door Drama Group, Cricket, Rounders, Imogen’s Dance School, Band Club, and many more.
These opportunities give students the chance to develop new skills, explore their interests, and

build confidence outside the classroom.

All students who attend extracurricular activities will receive positive points on ClassCharts,
recognising their commitment and participation. In addition, students who regularly attend clubs

throughout the term will be awarded a certificate at the end of the term to celebrate their
involvement.

We encourage all students to get involved and make the most of the fantastic opportunities
available.
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AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS  - SUMMER TERM 2



OUT OF SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT
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If you would like to share your child’s out of school achievements, please contact
jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk

Lancashire Schools Football Team Success for Year 8 Student

We are delighted to share some fantastic news about one of our Year 8 students, Thomas.

Thomas has been selected to represent the Under-14 Lancashire Schools Football Team –
a tremendous achievement and recognition of his talent, hard work and dedication to the
sport. Being chosen to represent Lancashire is a significant honour and reflects Thomas’s
commitment both on and off the pitch.

Everyone at West Craven High School is incredibly proud of Thomas and we wish him every
success as he takes this exciting next step in his football journey. We look forward to
following his progress and celebrating his future achievements.

Congratulations, Thomas! ⚽👏



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
20th July - Sports Day
21st July - Blackpool rewards trip
22nd July - End of term - student dismissed at 1pm
Thursday 3  September - All students back rd
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OUR COMMUNITY
Community Advertisements

In this section of our newsletter, we share posters for local events, activities, and
charities. 

If you would like us to advertise a community event or club, please email
jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk.

Please note that West Craven High School is not affiliated with these
organisations and cannot endorse the events, promotions, or clubs. We will only

feature events that we consider appropriate for our school community.

Stay connected, follow us on Facebook and Instagram

A very warm welcome to all our new Year 7 families! 
We are thrilled to have you join the West Craven High School community. 
To stay updated on school news, student achievements, important events,

and reminders, we encourage all parents and carers to follow our official
Facebook and Instagram pages.

West Craven High School

WestCraven.Barnoldswick
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	This Summer term has passed so quickly for me, but I guess for you as students and parents, the whole year has flown by as we approach the end of another academic year.
	Year 9 now look ahead to becoming year 10 students and to starting their Key Stage 4 studies with options already chosen and decided. This will certainly bring a lot of new challenges, as well as hard work, with the necessity of keeping on top of homework / coursework. Parental support with this is invaluable and very much appreciated.
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	I wish you all, students and parents, a restful and safe break over Summer with whatever you are doing.
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	CURRICULUM UPDATE SCIENCE
	Year 7 students have successfully completed their exciting project on the Earth's structure and the Universe. Throughout the term, students explored the different layers of the Earth, investigated our solar system, and developed their understanding of space. They also carried out practical investigations into speed and gravity, using scientific methods to collect, analyse and interpret data. The students demonstrated excellent curiosity, teamwork, and problem-solving skills, making this a highly successful and engaging unit of work.
	Year 8 students have been exploring the fascinating topic of evolution, studying how competition and variation within species contribute to survival. They have learned about Charles Darwin's groundbreaking research and the theory of natural selection, often described as the "survival of the fittest", and considered how organisms adapt to their environments over time. In Chemistry, pupils have taken part in a range of practical activities investigating combustion and chemical reactions, observing evidence of chemical change and developing their laboratory skills. In Physics, students have been carrying out investigations into magnets and electromagnets, exploring magnetic fields, factors affecting magnetic strength, and the many real-world applications of electromagnetism. Their enthusiasm and engagement throughout these topics have been excellent.

	CURRICULUM UPDATE SCIENCE
	Year 9 students have been investigating waves and their properties, including how waves transfer energy and information. They have explored the electromagnetic spectrum, learning about the different types of electromagnetic waves and their uses in everyday life, from communication technologies to medical applications. To finish the year, students applied their scientific knowledge and enquiry skills by designing and carrying out their own investigations, selecting variables, collecting data, and evaluating their results. They also took part in an exciting STEM tower-building challenge, using creativity, teamwork, and problem-solving skills to construct strong and stable structures. These activities provided an excellent opportunity for pupils to develop independence, resilience, and practical scientific skills.
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	SPORTS UPDATE
	Year 7 Rugby Programme Comes to a Successful Conclusion
	Year 7 students recently took part in their final rugby session with Simon from the RFU Game Management System, bringing four weeks of learning and development to a fantastic close.
	Throughout the programme, students have built their understanding of key rugby skills, including passing, scrumming, rucking and tackling. In the final session, they had the opportunity to revisit and refine these techniques before putting them into practice during a full game.
	It was great to see the progress students had made, with some excellent examples of skill, teamwork and determination on display. The sessions have not only helped students develop their rugby abilities but have also reinforced our core PE values of hard work, resilience and working together to achieve success.
	A huge thank you to Simon and the RFU for their support and expertise throughout the programme.


	ADDAMS FAMILY EXPERIENCE
	A huge thank you to everyone who joined us this week to watch The Addams Family Experience!
	We hope you enjoyed the performances as much as our talented students enjoyed bringing the show to life. Thank you for your fantastic support, it means so much to everyone involved.
	A special thank you to Stage Door Drama School for working with our students every week after school to bring this fantastic production to the stage. Your dedication, expertise and encouragement have helped create an unforgettable experience for our young performers. A heartfelt thank you also goes to our wonderful staff, whose hard work behind the scenes helped organise and deliver such a successful event. From rehearsals and technical support to front-of-house and everything in between, your commitment made the show possible.
	We are incredibly proud of everyone involved and look forward to welcoming you back for another amazing production next year!

	GOODBYE AND GOOD LUCK
	Farewell and Best Wishes, Nancy After an incredible 33 years of dedicated service, we say a fond farewell to Nancy as she retires from her role as Welfare Assistant at West Craven High School. For more than three decades, Nancy has been a caring and reassuring presence for generations of students and staff. Her kindness, compassion and unwavering commitment to supporting the wellbeing of our school community have made a lasting difference to countless young people and colleagues alike. Nancy’s warmth, friendly smile and willingness to go the extra mile will be greatly missed by everyone at West Craven High School. We are incredibly grateful for her years of loyal service and the positive impact she has had on our school. On behalf of everyone at West Craven High School and Pendle Education Trust, we would like to thank Nancy for her outstanding dedication over the past 33 years. We wish her a long, happy and well-deserved retirement filled with good health, relaxation and many wonderful new adventures.

	WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
	The school would like parents and carers to encourage their children to read during the summer holidays. Reading with young people is an important way to support their learning, confidence, and wellbeing. As young people grow older, reading together can still be valuable, even if they are able to read independently. Sharing books, articles or stories gives parents and carers opportunities to discuss ideas, explore different viewpoints and strengthen communication. Regular reading helps teenagers develop a wider vocabulary, improve their comprehension skills, and build critical thinking. It can also encourage empathy by allowing them to understand the experiences and feelings of others. By showing an interest in what teenagers read and making time to talk about books, adults can help foster a lifelong love of reading and learning.
	The children who joined us for transition day all received a book to read over the summer holidays. If your child was not able to attend the transition day, please contact the school to make arrangements to receive the book.
	Please see below some tips on how you can support your child's reading journey:
	Top Tips for Supporting Your Child's Reading at Home
	Reading at secondary school is about much more than simply reading the words on a page. Students are expected to think deeply about texts, understand new vocabulary, make inferences, and explain their ideas using evidence. Here are some ways you can support your child's reading at home.
	Before Reading  Look at the title and cover together. Ask your child what they think the text might be about and what clues helped them make that prediction.  Discuss the genre. Is it fiction, non-fiction, biography, mystery, fantasy, or another type of text? How can they tell?
	During Reading  Talk about unfamiliar words. Encourage your child to work out meanings from the context and use a dictionary when needed.  Develop vocabulary. Ask your child to suggest alternative words. For example, what other words could be used instead of big, happy, or sad?  Ask prediction questions. What do they think will happen next? What evidence from the text supports their idea?  Discuss characters. How are the characters feeling? What in the text suggests this?  Explore the writer's choices. Why has the author used certain words, phrases, or descriptions? What effect do they create?  Talk about key events. What problems or challenges are presented? How do the characters respond to them?


	WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
	After Reading  Discuss the resolution. How was the problem solved? Could it have ended differently?  Encourage opinions. Did your child enjoy the text? Why or why not?  Ask for evidence. Encourage them to explain their ideas using examples from the text.  Reflect on learning. What new information, ideas, or perspectives have they gained from reading?
	Reading Aloud  Although older children often read independently, reading aloud can still be valuable.
	Encourage your child to:
	Read with expression.
	Pay attention to punctuation.
	Consider how different characters might sound.
	Pause at full stops and change their tone for questions and exclamations.
	Quality Conversations Matter  You do not need to read an entire chapter or book every evening. Spending 10–15 minutes discussing a short section of text can be just as beneficial. Focus on:
	Character development
	Themes and messages
	Setting and atmosphere
	Language choices
	Plot developments
	Remember: All Reading Counts  Reading books is important, but so is reading newspapers, magazines, websites, instructions, recipes, reviews, and articles. Encouraging your child to read a wide range of texts helps to build confidence, knowledge, and vocabulary.
	Regular conversations about reading can make a significant difference to your child's progress and enjoyment of books.
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	EXTRA CURRICULAR - SUMMER TERM 2
	We are pleased to share details of our Summer Term 2 extracurricular programme, which offers a wide range of lunchtime and after-school clubs designed to enrich students’ learning and support their personal development.
	This half-term, students can take part in a variety of activities including Homework Support Club, Stage Door Drama Group, Cricket, Rounders, Imogen’s Dance School, Band Club, and many more. These opportunities give students the chance to develop new skills, explore their interests, and build confidence outside the classroom.
	All students who attend extracurricular activities will receive positive points on ClassCharts, recognising their commitment and participation. In addition, students who regularly attend clubs throughout the term will be awarded a certificate at the end of the term to celebrate their involvement.
	We encourage all students to get involved and make the most of the fantastic opportunities available.
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	OUT OF SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT
	Lancashire Schools Football Team Success for Year 8 Student
	We are delighted to share some fantastic news about one of our Year 8 students, Thomas.
	Thomas has been selected to represent the Under-14 Lancashire Schools Football Team – a tremendous achievement and recognition of his talent, hard work and dedication to the sport. Being chosen to represent Lancashire is a significant honour and reflects Thomas’s commitment both on and off the pitch.
	Everyone at West Craven High School is incredibly proud of Thomas and we wish him every success as he takes this exciting next step in his football journey. We look forward to following his progress and celebrating his future achievements.
	Congratulations, Thomas! ⚽👏
	If you would like to share your child’s out of school achievements, please contact jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk
	20th July - Sports Day 21st July - Blackpool rewards trip 22nd July - End of term - student dismissed at 1pm Thursday 3rd September - All students back
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	Community Advertisements In this section of our newsletter, we share posters for local events, activities, and charities.
	If you would like us to advertise a community event or club, please email jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk.
	Please note that West Craven High School is not affiliated with these organisations and cannot endorse the events, promotions, or clubs. We will only feature events that we consider appropriate for our school community.
	Stay connected, follow us on Facebook and Instagram
	A very warm welcome to all our new Year 7 families!  We are thrilled to have you join the West Craven High School community.  To stay updated on school news, student achievements, important events, and reminders, we encourage all parents and carers to follow our official Facebook and Instagram pages.
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