
WEST CRAVEN HIGH SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Principal’s Welcome

Friday 10th July

Mr Bates, Principal

Dear Parents / Carers 
 
You know it’s summer when Wimbledon starts! And of course, an important football match this
Saturday! As I write this week’s Principal’s address there are blue skies and beaming sunshine. It has
been very hot these last few days and we have acted accordingly with ‘hydration breaks’ and
adjustment to our uniform. We are extremely grateful for how well students have managed and all
switching to their PE kit on the really hot days. Next week it is forecast to be much cooler and it is, of
course, forecast to rain the Monday after; our Sports Day! 
 
On Tuesday night we showcased the GCSE Art, Design and Photography work and entertained guests
with performances at our Summer Concert. It was lovely to see the students’ hard work and practice
come together on the evening. It was an incredible, one I described to the audience as a ‘ proper West
Craven High School Festival Gig’; the students performed back-to-back musical performances for an
hour and 15 minutes. This was certainly the best one yet and I have asked Mrs Swinscoe to record the
bands version of Champagne Supernova for our social media account, as it was too good not to
share, so watch out for that coming soon! As a school we want to celebrate and grow our students’
talents, whatever they may be. I am looking forward to having more events (and maybe even combine
the musical performances with dance and drama as part of a musical school production?!) to
showcase more of our students’ talents next year. I am very proud of how much these students have
achieved and how much they have come on over the past few years. 
 
It has been a busy half term, and it might feel like a long one, with the school year finishing on
Wednesday 22nd July. This may be a few days longer than younger siblings in Primary school this year,
as I know many are finishing on Friday 17th. Please ensure that your child attends each day right until
the very last day wherever possible. Just a few days out of school can seriously impact your child’s
attendance figures and easily see some slip below the 90% threshold and into the Persistent Absence
category. The last Monday of the year is Sports Day, Tuesday in the last week is our Blackpool rewards
trip and well-being day in school. Next week is our rewards assemblies in school, so a chance for
students to celebrate the achievements of the year with each other. 
 
The Year 9 and 10 reports went home this week and students will reflect on their mock results in form
time next week. Some students will have more to do than others in preparation for their final year. We
know that students need a break this summer with time dedicated to rest and time spent with family
and friends. However, if we think that students are behind in their learning, we will let you know and
provide work in the specific subjects for the summer in order to help them get back on track. This will
be targeted and specific, so that it is easily manageable over the summer break without taking too
much holiday time. 
 
For those parents of Year 11 students that have now left us, you should have received details of the
GCSE results day on Thursday 20th August. I look forward to seeing them back to open those all-
important envelopes in the main hall. 
Thank you for your continued support. 
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STARS OF THE WEEK

Congratulations to this week's top students from each form group.

7

8 9

10

STARS OF THE WEEK

 7AOP - Zoya
  7MFO - Freddie
  7OCA - Saanvi
7YGR - Imaan
PYL - Isabella

 8 EAJ - Ava 
8KSN  - Reo

 8NHU - Noah
 8 RSW - Walter

PYL - Jude

9 HWH - Madiyyah
 9 AYO - Alec

 9 LWI - George
9 WDA - Mara

PYL - Ryan

 10ABA - Rhys 
 10 KMC - Chloe
 10 DWI - Anna
 10 JPE - Isaac
  10 ASC - Evan

 PYL - Eva



Dear Year 8 Pupils and Parents,

As we reach the end of another school year, I would like to take this opportunity to say how
proud I am of everything our Year 8 pupils have achieved.

This year has been full of opportunities, challenges, successes and memorable experiences.
Whether in the classroom, on the sports field, on the stage, through charity work, educational
visits or simply by showing kindness and resilience each day, our pupils have represented West
Craven High School brilliantly.

Year 8 have embraced college and careers activities, supported community events,
participated in reward trips and enrichment opportunities, and continued to grow in
confidence and maturity. It has been wonderful to see so many pupils developing new skills,
forming positive friendships and striving to achieve their best.

To our parents and carers, thank you for your continued support throughout the year. The
partnership between home and school plays such an important role in helping our young
people succeed, and your encouragement and commitment are greatly appreciated.

As we look ahead, Year 9 brings exciting new opportunities and responsibilities. I encourage all
pupils to enjoy a well-deserved summer break, spend time with family and friends, stay safe,
and return in September ready to embrace the next stage of their journey.

Thank you, Year 8, for making this such a positive and memorable year. You should all be proud
of what you have achieved.

Have a fantastic summer and I look forward to welcoming you back as Year 9 pupils in
September.

Best wishes,

Mrs Freeman
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PASTORAL UPDATE YEAR 8
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PARENTAL CONTROLS GUIDE 2026

https://www.westcraven.co.uk/page/?title=Safeguarding&pid=87

Parental Controls Guide 2026

We're pleased to share this helpful Parental Controls Guide 2026, produced by Knowsley
CLCs. The guide contains practical advice for parents and carers on setting up parental

controls, privacy settings and screen time tools across a wide range of devices, apps,
gaming platforms and streaming services. It also highlights the importance of regular

conversations with children about their online experiences and digital wellbeing.

You can read this booklet by clicking on the link below:

https://www.westcraven.co.uk/page/?title=Safeguarding&pid=87
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CURRICULUM UPDATE FOOD TECHNOLOGY

Mrs Whittle
Head of  CVOC and Creative Arts

Year 7 Sweet Treats for Children's Parties

Year 7 students have been busy developing their food preparation and cooking skills by
planning and making a range of sweet dishes suitable for a children's party.

As part of their Food and Nutrition lessons, students explored what makes party food
appealing to younger children, considering factors such as taste, presentation, colour, and
portion size. They then carefully planned their own sweet creations before putting their
practical skills into action in the kitchen.

The results were both creative and delicious, with students producing a variety of attractive
treats while demonstrating excellent teamwork, organisation, and food preparation
techniques. Throughout the project, they also learned about food hygiene, safety, and the
importance of following recipes accurately.

The enthusiasm and effort shown by Year 7 have been fantastic, and they should be proud
of the wonderful sweet dishes they created. Well done to all involved for their creativity and
hard work! 
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PRIMARY ART COMPETITION WINNERS
What a fantastic afternoon welcoming our Year 5 and Year 6 pupils from our local primary
schools to celebrate our Animal art competition! 

The first, second, third and fourth place entries from each primary school were proudly
displayed alongside our Year 11 GCSE Art Exhibition, showcasing the incredible creativity and
talent of our young artists.

Every child received a certificate and a prize in recognition of their outstanding artistic
efforts. It was wonderful to celebrate their achievements, and we hope they enjoyed seeing
their work displayed in a real exhibition setting.

Congratulations to all of our talented winners, and thank you to our local primary schools
for taking part! 



www.westcraven.co.uk westcravenhighschool westcraven.barnoldswick

SUMMER CONCERT
Summer Concert Showcases Students' Talent and Dedication

Our annual Summer Concert was a wonderful celebration of music, creativity, and the hard
work of our students. Families, staff, and friends gathered to enjoy an evening filled with
outstanding performances that highlighted the breadth of musical talent across the school.

Students performed a varied programme featuring vocal pieces, instrumental
performances, ensemble numbers, and popular favourites. The audience was treated to a
fantastic showcase of confidence, skill, and enthusiasm as students took to the stage and
demonstrated the progress they have made throughout the year.

The concert reflected not only the dedication of our young musicians but also the
commitment they have shown during rehearsals. From first-time performers to more
experienced musicians, every student played an important part in making the evening such
a success.

A particular highlight of the event was seeing students support and encourage one another,
creating a positive and uplifting atmosphere throughout the performance. The pride on the
faces of both performers and audience members was clear to see, making it a memorable
occasion for everyone involved.

We would like to thank our music staff for their hard work in preparing the students, as well
as parents and carers for their continued encouragement and support. Most importantly,
congratulations to all of the students who performed so brilliantly and made the Summer
Concert such an enjoyable and inspiring event.

The evening was a fitting way to celebrate a successful year of music-making, and we look
forward to seeing our students continue to develop their talents in the year ahead.
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SUMMER CONCERT
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SUMMER CONCERT
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THE ADDAMS FAMILY EXPERIENCE
🎭 West Craven Students Shine in The Addams Family Experience Matinee
Our talented students delivered a fantastic matinee performance of The Addams Family
Experience this week, delighting an audience of pupils and staff from our local primary schools.
The special daytime performance provided our cast with the perfect opportunity to take to the
stage in front of a live audience ahead of the main evening production. Their hard work,
dedication and enthusiasm were on full display, and they certainly rose to the occasion with a
confident and entertaining performance.

We were thrilled to welcome so many visitors from our partner primary schools and hope
everyone who attended had a brilliant time experiencing the wonderfully quirky world of the
Addams Family.

A huge congratulations goes to all the students involved, both on stage and behind the scenes,
whose commitment has helped bring this production to life.

🎟️ Don't Miss Out!
If you'd like to experience The Addams Family Experience for yourself, join us on Tuesday 14 July
at 6:00pm for what promises to be a fantastic evening of entertainment.
Tickets are available now via our Eventbrite page:
 Book your tickets here
We'd love to see you there! 🖤👻🎭

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/west-craven-high-school-presents-the-addams-family-experience-tickets-1989377095445?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_id=97758_v0_s00_e0_tv2_a1demo0jfkl4sb&fbclid=IwY2xjawS5pBJleHRuA2FlbQIxMABzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeR73qYvFwxlbd9SaoTEFjMpZgdgTMOjUqlGI04wGqkmT8qvsMN_82kT3T_84_aem_8Xk9FvcSoyfWefL-31bF6g
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THE ADDAMS FAMILY EXPERIENCE
The Addams Family Experience – Summer Show 2026

We are delighted to invite families and members of our local community to our much-
anticipated summer production of The Addams Family Experience! Our talented
students have been working incredibly hard alongside Stage Door Youth Theatre to
bring this exciting and entertaining musical to life, and we cannot wait to share it with
you. 

The performance will take place on Tuesday 14th July 2026 from 6:00pm – 7:00pm at
West Craven High School. 

This is a free event, and everyone is warmly welcome to attend. To help us manage
numbers, we kindly ask that tickets are booked in advance via our Eventbrite page. 

Click here to book tickets

We look forward to seeing you there and celebrating the fantastic achievements of our
students in what promises to be a brilliant evening of entertainment.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1989377095445?aff=oddtdtcreator


Word of the Week 

Deficit is a noun that means an excess of expenditure over revenue. In sport, a deficit
refers to the score difference when a team or athlete is losing, for example overcoming a

two-goal deficit.  

 

 

Patrice Lawrence MBE joins First Story as Writer AmbassadorPatrice Lawrence has been
announced as the new Children’s Laureate, and she is planning to use her tenure to
highlight how reading helps communities connect in times of fragmentation. Patrice

Lawrence is an award-winning writer. Her debut YA novel, Orangeboy won the Bookseller
YA Prize and the Waterstones Prize for Older Children's Fiction and was shortlisted for the
Costa Children's Book Award. Her subsequent novels have been much acclaimed and
frequent visitors to prize lists including the Jhalak Children’s and Young Adult Prize 2021

and the YA Book Prize 2021. Needle was shortlisted for the Yoto Carnegie Medal for Writing
2023 and winner of the 2023 Little Rebels Award. 

The Elemental Detectives is an empowering new series from Patrice for middle-grade
readers. 

Her books are available from the school library. 
Patrice was born in Brighton and raised in an Italian-Trinidadian family. 
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
The librarian loves The Names by Florence
Knapp, which has been kindly lent to me

by a colleague. It is the story of three
versions of a life. It is similar to Life After
Life by Kate Atkinson, a book I have also

read and enjoyed.  
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY

Sarah MacDonald
 Librarian 
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EXTRA CURRICULAR - SUMMER TERM 2
We are pleased to share details of our Summer Term 2 extracurricular programme, which offers a

wide range of lunchtime and after-school clubs designed to enrich students’ learning and support
their personal development.

This half-term, students can take part in a variety of activities including Homework Support Club,
Stage Door Drama Group, Cricket, Rounders, Imogen’s Dance School, Band Club, and many more.
These opportunities give students the chance to develop new skills, explore their interests, and

build confidence outside the classroom.

All students who attend extracurricular activities will receive positive points on ClassCharts,
recognising their commitment and participation. In addition, students who regularly attend clubs

throughout the term will be awarded a certificate at the end of the term to celebrate their
involvement.

We encourage all students to get involved and make the most of the fantastic opportunities
available.
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AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS  - SUMMER TERM 2



OUT OF SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT
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If you would like to share your child’s out of school achievements, please contact
jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk

Out of School Achievement
Congratulations to Jessica in Year 7, who achieved a fantastic result at the Barnoldswick
Fun Day on Saturday. Jessica competed in the Under 14 running race and delivered an
outstanding performance, crossing the finish line in 1st place.
This is a wonderful achievement and a testament to Jessica’s hard work, determination,
and commitment to athletics. We are incredibly proud of her success and look forward to
hearing about her future sporting accomplishments.
Well done, Jessica! 🏃‍♀️🥇



OUT OF SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT
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If you would like to share your child’s out of school achievements, please contact
jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk

Out of School Achievement – Isabelle  (Year 7)
Congratulations to Isabelle in Year 7 on her fantastic achievement in taekwondo!
On Sunday, Isabelle successfully passed her latest taekwondo grading and was awarded
her black stripe belt. This is a significant milestone and means she is now just one step
away from achieving her full black belt.

Isabelle began training in taekwondo in June 2023 and has shown tremendous
dedication, perseverance, and commitment to her sport. Through hard work and
determination, she has progressed steadily through the grades to reach this impressive
level.

Everyone at school is incredibly proud of Isabelle's achievement and wishes her the very
best of luck as she works towards earning her full black belt.
Well done, Isabelle! 🥋⭐



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

14  July - Adams Family Experience 6-7pmth

20th July - Sports Day
22nd July - End of term - student dismissed at 1pm
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OUR COMMUNITY
Community Advertisements

In this section of our newsletter, we share posters for local events, activities, and
charities. 

If you would like us to advertise a community event or club, please email
jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk.

Please note that West Craven High School is not affiliated with these
organisations and cannot endorse the events, promotions, or clubs. We will only

feature events that we consider appropriate for our school community.

Stay connected, follow us on Facebook and Instagram

A very warm welcome to all our new Year 7 families! 
We are thrilled to have you join the West Craven High School community. 
To stay updated on school news, student achievements, important events,

and reminders, we encourage all parents and carers to follow our official
Facebook and Instagram pages.

West Craven High School

WestCraven.Barnoldswick
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