
WEST CRAVEN HIGH SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Principal’s Welcome

Friday 22nd May

Mr Bates, Principal

Dear Parents / Carers 
 
I hope you are ready for this weekend’s mini heatwave and can take advantage of the bank holiday on
Monday. It has been a week of celebrations as we look to congratulate those who have achieved success
and positive praise from their teachers. I am passionate about our rewards taking more of a focus than our
sanctions. If we get the culture right in school, students will not need reminding of rules and sanctions
because everyone will follow our values. Every day our school awards positive points as follows; 
 
Ambition: Students who are always equipped for school, always on time and excellent attendance.
Students that have work towards achieving challenging targets and take pride in their work. 
 
Supportive: Students that offer help to classmates without being asked and encourages peers who are
struggling. We award points to those who work cooperatively in group tasks, those who listen respectfully
to others’ ideas and build on them. We celebrate students who look out for others’ wellbeing and show
kindness in their actions, treating everyone how you would like to be treated! 
 
Positivity: For consistently being polite and kind to other students, staff, and visitors. For always using
respectful language. These students have a ‘can-do’ attitude and face challenges with a positive mindset.
Students also receive positive points if they consistently wear the correct uniform. 
 
Independence: Positive points are given to students that start tasks promptly without reminders, those
who work confidently and try their best on a task. These students make decisions about how to approach
work and will attempt strategies to solve problems for themselves. We also give positives to students who
read or listen to teacher feedback and make the improvements needed to improve their work and learning. 
 
Resilience: Teachers give positives to students who keep trying, even when work is challenging. Students
may make mistakes, but they look at where they have gone wrong and try again! We reward students who
accept mistakes and failure as life lessons and use feedback without becoming discouraged. We give
positives to students who stay focused, even when things don’t go as planned and who show patience
when learning something new, persevering with difficult tasks. 
 
Equality: We don’t just accept difference at West Craven, we celebrate it. We give positives to students
who always treat fellow students and staff with respect. Students who challenge unkind or unfair
behaviour appropriately. Young people who show respect for different opinions, cultures, and identities.
We reward students who take turns and ensure fairness in group situations. These students ensure others
are not left out and values everyone’s contributions equally. 
 
We also have Achievement and Effort awards at the end of each half term, awards for wider contribution
to school as nominated by Pastoral Year Leads and form tutors, Positive Postcards home, Positive phone
calls home from staff on Friday, Stars of the week, Work of the Week, 100% attendance prizes,
Employability awards, The Principals award is given to just 1 student in each year, each half term. We have
a school filled with amazing, talented and inspirational young people. It is a privilege to celebrate them
everyday! Have a wonderful half-term break. 
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STARS OF THE WEEK

Congratulations to this week's top students from each form group.

7

8 9

10 11

STARS OF THE WEEK

Skye 11 API
Zakariya 11 DRA
Ashton 11ECU

Mackenzie 11 MBA
Fahad 11 MMO

Tyler 11MYU

Hanna 7AOP
Gracie 7 MFO

Eva 7OCA
Dylan 7 YGR

Ayesha 8 EAJ
Henry 8KSN
Haris 8NHU

Archie 8 RSW

Madiyyah 9 HWH
Connor 9 AYO

Evie 9 LWI
Oscar 9 WDA

Owen 10ABA
Kai 10 KMC

Millie 10 DWI
Lexsy 10 JPE

Isabelle 10 ASC



Creative Skills Developing in Year 8

Our talented Year 8 students have been busy honing their artistic skills, focusing on developing
their portrait work. It’s been fantastic to see their creativity grow, with students showing real
attention to detail and confidence in their techniques. 

Meanwhile, our school choir has been working incredibly hard in preparation for the upcoming
Pendle Festival, which will take place on 9th June. Their dedication and enthusiasm have been
wonderful to see, and we are all looking forward to supporting them as they represent our
school at this special event. 
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CURRICULUM UPDATE ART   

Mrs H Whittle

Head of Creative & Vocational 
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Mrs Bateman
 PE Teacher

SPORTS UPDATE
Spar Lancashire School Games 2026 – Pennine Lancashire Event

Our students recently took part in the Spar Lancashire School Games 2026 – Pennine Lancashire
Event, an inspiring This Girl Can initiative aimed at boosting confidence, engagement and
participation in physical activity.

The event brought together Year 9 students from across the region for a fantastic afternoon
focused on fun, inclusion and teamwork. Our students represented the school brilliantly, showing
great enthusiasm, maturity and a willingness to try every activity on offer.

Throughout the afternoon, students enjoyed a wide range of activities including spin classes,
yoga and beach sports, alongside a variety of other team-based challenges designed to
encourage participation and confidence. 

The event provided a valuable opportunity for students to:
Build confidence and resilience
Develop teamwork and communication skills
Take part in physical activity in a fun, pressure-free environment

We are incredibly proud of all the students who took part – they were a real credit to the school
and fully embraced the spirit of the event.

Well done to:
 Ella 
 Laaibah 
 Eva 
 Ellie 
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HALF TERM AWARDS
🌟 Half Term Awards Celebration 🌟

We were delighted to celebrate our half term award
winners, recognising the fantastic achievements and
dedication shown by our students across the
school.

A special congratulations goes to Oliver (Year 8),
who was a double award winner, receiving both an
ASPIRE Award and a 100% Attendance Prize – an
outstanding accomplishment!

We also proudly recognised our Principal’s Award
winners for the half term. These students have
consistently demonstrated excellent effort, attitude
and commitment to their learning:

Year 7 – Zoya
Year 8 – Blake
Year 9 – Layla
Year 10 – Casey
Year 11 – Harry

Well done to all of our award winners – your hard
work and positive attitude continue to make us
proud. Keep up the fantastic work!
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THE ADDAMS FAMILY EXPERIENCE
The Addams Family Experience – Summer Show 2026

We are delighted to invite families and members of our local community to our much-
anticipated summer production of The Addams Family Experience! Our talented
students have been working incredibly hard alongside Stage Door Youth Theatre to
bring this exciting and entertaining musical to life, and we cannot wait to share it with
you. 

The performance will take place on Tuesday 14th July 2026 from 6:00pm – 7:00pm at
West Craven High School. 

This is a free event, and everyone is warmly welcome to attend. To help us manage
numbers, we kindly ask that tickets are booked in advance via our Eventbrite page. 

Click here to book tickets

We look forward to seeing you there and celebrating the fantastic achievements of our
students in what promises to be a brilliant evening of entertainment.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1989377095445?aff=oddtdtcreator


PASTORAL UPDATES
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PASTORAL UPDATE YEAR  7
Dear Parents and Carers

I hope this message finds you well.

This year has really flown by, and as we approach the end of the academic year, the
excitement is building with the summer holidays just around the corner. It has been a
fantastic year for our Year 7 students as they now look ahead to the prospect of becoming
Year 8 students. This will bring new opportunities, fresh challenges, and even more chances to
shine.

We are especially proud that some of our Year 7 students recently took part in a Cyber Day,
where they explored the fascinating world of cybersecurity, digital responsibility, and online
safety. They embraced the experience with enthusiasm and curiosity, representing the school
with pride and demonstrating excellent teamwork and maturity. It was wonderful to see them
engaging so positively in such valuable learning.

As we break up on Friday, I would like to take this opportunity to celebrate all that our students
have achieved this term. Their hard work, determination, and positive attitudes have made us
incredibly proud. We wish everyone a happy and well-deserved half term—take time to relax,
enjoy the break, and stay safe. We look forward to welcoming you back, refreshed and ready
for the exciting weeks ahead.

Thank you for your continued support

Mrs Harper



PASTORAL UPDATES
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EXAM REVISION TIMETABLE
Year 11 Exam Revision Timetable – Week Beginning Monday 1st June
As we return from half term, we are launching a full programme of exam revision sessions and
booster classes to help support our students during this crucial examination period. These
sessions have been carefully planned by subject staff to provide targeted revision, exam
practice and final preparation ahead of upcoming GCSE exams.
We strongly encourage all students to attend the sessions relevant to them, as they are an
excellent opportunity to build confidence, strengthen knowledge and receive additional
support from teaching staff.
Parents and carers are asked to please add these sessions to your diary and support your child
in attending wherever possible. Regular attendance at revision sessions can make a significant
difference in helping students feel prepared and successful during the exam season.
Thank you for your continued support as we work together to help our students achieve their
very best.
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
The librarian loves 
Am I German or Autistic II. A second
book in a series exploring identity,
neurodivergence, and belonging. 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle was born on 22 May 1859 in Edinburgh into a prosperous Irish family.
He trained as a doctor, gaining his degree from Edinburgh University in 1881. He worked as a
surgeon on a whaling boat and also as a medical officer on a steamer travelling between
Liverpool and West Africa. He then settled in Portsmouth on the English south coast and
divided his time between medicine and writing. 

Sherlock Holmes made his first appearance in 'A Study of Scarlet', published in 'Beeton's
Christmas Annual' in 1887. Its success encouraged Conan Doyle to write more stories
involving Holmes but, in 1893, Conan Doyle killed off Holmes, hoping to concentrate on more
serious writing. A public outcry later made him resurrect Holmes. In addition, Conan Doyle
wrote a number of other novels, including 'The Lost World' and various non-fictional works.
These included a pamphlet justifying Britain's involvement in the Boer War, for which he was
knighted and histories of the Boer War and World War One, in which his son, brother and two
of his nephews were killed. Conan Doyle also twice ran unsuccessfully for parliament. In later
life he became very interested in spiritualism. 

Conan Doyle died of a heart attack on 7 July 1930. 

A selection of his books are available from the school library. 
 
 

Word of the Week 
Vindicate is a verb

meaning to prove that
what someone said or did

was right or true, after
other people thought it was

wrong. 
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
May is National Walking Month. Although
the weather has not been fantastic
recently, hopefully half term will be
sunny and dry. The librarian has collated
a display of nature themed books, ideal
for reading over half term. If your young
person enjoys nature, their ideal book
may be waiting for them in the library. 

Lancashire County Council libraries will be open over the half
term for pupils who require books. Our local libraries are an
ideal place to revise in. It is free to join your local library, and

reservations are free for under sixteens. Their digital service is
always open. 
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FREE SCHOOL MEALS
Support accessing Free School Meals 

If your child does not already have Free School Meals, you may be eligible if you get any of the
following: 

Universal Credit with a household income of less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not
including any benefits you get) 
Income-Based Jobseekers' Allowance 
 Income-Related Employment and Support Allowance 
Child Tax Credit, not entitled to Working Tax Credit and household income less than £16,190 
Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 
Income Support 
Working Tax Credit 'run on' – the payment you receive for a further four weeks after you finish
work 

You can apply online, or there is information about how to apply by phone and post on the
Lancashire County Council website: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-
families/schools/free-school-meals/ 

Applications need to go directly to Lancashire County Council and not to the school. If you would
like support or need assistance with completing Free School Meal forms, or also travel pass
application forms, you can contact the ELLIE Centre at Barden Campus. The phone number for
parents/carers is 01282 682275 and the ELLIE Centre is open to parents/carers Monday –
Friday 09:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. during term-time. 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/
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If your family is going through a hard time or facing an unexpected crisis, your local
district council may be able to help. 
 
From 1 April, the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) introduced the Crisis and
Resilience Fund (CRF) to support local welfare services. 
 
The fund will run until 31 March 2029 and is paid for by the UK Government. 
 
The CRF replaces the Household Support Fund (HSF), which ran from October 2021
until 31 March 2026. Because of this change, free school meal vouchers will no longer
be available during school holidays. 
  
How your district council can help 

District councils can help with urgent needs such as food, essential household items
and other practical support 

You may want to contact your district council if you are dealing with things like: 

sudden money problems 
a family emergency that makes it hard to cover basic needs 
trouble getting food or essential household items 
a change at home that leaves you without immediate support 
extra pressure on your household budget, for example during the school holidays 
Each district has a team that can talk to you about your situation and explain what
help is available in your area. This support may come directly from the council or
through local community organisations. 
To get help, visit your district council’s website or contact them by phone. 
If you are not sure which district council covers your area, you can check by
entering your postcode at www.lancashire.gov.uk/district-council. 
If you are already getting support from a professional, for example through a Family
Hub, school, health visitor or Early Years practitioner, then they can help you to
contact your district council. 

CRISIS AND RESILIENCE FUND 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lancashire.gov.uk%2Fdistrict-council&data=05%7C02%7Cjpilkington%40colneprimet.co.uk%7Cf66cf8f294224b8d7a0a08deb70043c9%7Cc8ec4827694a4de2bbb52f88b87d8de5%7C0%7C0%7C639149410026074339%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C4000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BMAvCntFF8imCmT1N6PLUegRpGg%2BtQv%2BKJfH5gQCALE%3D&reserved=0






DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

1st June – School Reopens
1st June – Nelson and Colne College PSHE Visit
4th June – World Environment Day
4th June – Year 8 Parents’ Evening
8th June – Year 10 1-to-1 Careers Meetings
8th June – Nelson and Colne College PSHE Visit
9th June – Pendle Schools Music Festival at the Muni
18th June - Year 10 Barclays Life Skills Session 4 
22  June - Year 10 One to One Careers Sessions nd

22nd June - NCC PSHE Visit Year 7
25  June - Year 11 Prom - Crow Woodth

2  July - Year 6 - Transition Day / Evening nd

3  July - Year 10 taster session at NCCrd

7  July - Summer concert and GCSE Art exhibitionth

14  July - Adams Family Experience 6-7pmth

22nd July - End of term - student dismissed at 1pm
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OUR COMMUNITY
Community Advertisements

In this section of our newsletter, we share posters for local events, activities, and
charities. 

If you would like us to advertise a community event or club, please email
jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk.

Please note that West Craven High School is not affiliated with these
organisations and cannot endorse the events, promotions, or clubs. We will only

feature events that we consider appropriate for our school community.

Stay connected, follow us on Facebook and Instagram

A very warm welcome to all our new Year 7 families! 
We are thrilled to have you join the West Craven High School community. 
To stay updated on school news, student achievements, important events,

and reminders, we encourage all parents and carers to follow our official
Facebook and Instagram pages.

West Craven High School

WestCraven.Barnoldswick
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