
WEST CRAVEN HIGH SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER



www.westcraven.co.uk westcravenhighschool westcraven.barnoldswickwww.westcraven.co.uk westcravenhighschool westcraven.barnoldswick

STARS OF THE WEEK

Congratulations to this week's top students from each form group.
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CURRICULUM UPDATE MATHS 
As we begin the new year, students across all year groups have made an excellent start
in Mathematics. Year 7 are exploring graphs and data, learning to interpret different
representations, while Year 8 are working on area and volume, developing skills in both
2D and 3D measurement. 

Year 9 have begun their real-life financial skills topic, Maths and Money, which helps
prepare them for independent decision‑making.

Year 10 are strengthening their non‑calculator techniques to build fluency and accuracy,
and Year 11 are focusing on algebra and geometry as they prepare for their upcoming
mock exams.

The Year 9 Maths and Money topic gives students a practical understanding of everyday
finances. They learn how bank accounts work, how interest is applied, and how to
interpret simple bank statements. Students explore how wages are calculated, what
appears on a payslip, and how VAT affects the final price of items. They also practise
creating basic budgets, thinking about needs and wants, saving sensibly, and planning
for unexpected costs. The topic introduces borrowing through examples of loans and
mortgages, helping students see how interest affects repayments and why borrowing
must be managed responsibly. Finally, they look at how currency conversion works when
spending overseas and why insurance exists to protect against unforeseen events.

Mr M Balal 
Assistant Principal
Whole School Data 
& Director of Maths
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CURRICULUM UPDATE FRENCH 
Year 7 have been learning how to describe themselves and others using adjectives and
qualifiers. They have also learned the skill of making adjectives agree. They have had fun
establishing their knowledge in a game where one side of the class competes against
the other, in and online educational game. They were very enthusiastic and competitive
with the other team as they tried to go through door after door facing the sentence
challenges. 
•They have had further fun today as they sang a song aloud to learn the new er verbs we
are working on. As usual year 7 did not disappoint as they sang out the new song loud
and clear. We then played memory games to help them memorise and retain the new
words.

Year 8 have been learning about celebrations in French . They had fun with memory games to
recall the new vocabulary , helping them to retain the new words. They wrote about their
favourite celebration, extending sentences with why it is their favourite, giving an opinion and
saying who they celebrate with. They have used their French listening skills to self mark a
sentence match task with different verbs and complete a gap fill. This was followed by a more
detailed listening task where they had to pick out detail from the listening task to complete a
table translating who the speaker was, where they were, what they were doing/ wearing and
the weather.



Year 10 have worked consistently well on learning and practising their answers for a
speaking assessment. Many of them attend a French club to practise their speaking skills
and have fun playing games, this helps them retain previously learnt work.

•They are presently studying the topic of school and education and have been learning
about the differences between schools in the UK and France. This includes the fact that
French pupils do not wear school uniform but clothes of their choice , neither do they study
Religious Education in school.
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CURRICULUM UPDATE FRENCH 

ear 9 have just completed the module on the topic of daily routine and used reflexive pronouns
before the verb to talk about their daily routine. They used colour coded cards to play memory
games to test their knowledge on translation of a variety of verbs with a reflexive pronoun. They
also chose the odd one out and completed a jumbled word quiz to practise their skills before
leading onto a written task about their own daily routine.

J Pearson
French Teacher
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POETRY COMPETITION WINNERS
West Craven High School Students Shine in National Poetry Competition

We are thrilled to announce that 40 talented students from West Craven High School have
successfully entered the I Have A Dream Poetry Competition and received certificates for their
creative efforts!

This inspiring competition encourages young writers aged 11–18 to imagine a better world and
express their hopes, ambitions, and dreams through poetry. Whether it’s performing on a
stage, creating a kinder, greener planet, exploring new places, or simply wishing for fewer
worries, students were invited to write poems that reflect optimism, creativity, and self-belief.

The competition provided free resources, including lesson plans and idea-generation
activities, making it a fantastic opportunity for students to develop vocabulary, poetic
techniques, and composition skills while exploring themes such as aspiration, identity, and
personal growth. It also links perfectly to English and PSHE curriculum topics.

With no limits on style or theme, our students embraced the challenge and produced original
work that truly reflects their unique voices. Their participation demonstrates not only their
creativity but also their willingness to think positively about the future.

We are incredibly proud of their achievements and look forward to seeing how their dreams
continue to inspire others. Congratulations to all our budding poets!

Year 8 Pop Art Project

Year 8 pupils have made a
fantastic start on their Pop Art

project, beginning with
creative and well-researched

research pages. There is
already some excellent design

work on display, with pupils
exploring bold colours,

patterns and influential Pop
Art artists. Well done to Year 8
for such an enthusiastic and
impressive start — we look

forward to seeing how these
projects develop.
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INSPIRES CHALLENGE
Premier League Inspires Challenge: 
Students Leading the Way in Mental Health Initiatives
We are excited to share two incredible student-led projects as part of the Premier League
Inspires Challenge, aimed at promoting mental health and wellbeing across our school
community.
Clarets for Change – Year 10 & 11
A passionate group of Year 10 and 11 students have launched Clarets for Change, an initiative
using the power of sport to make a positive impact on mental health. They will be hosting a 5-
a-side football tournament on 2nd February here at school.
Who can join? Trials are open to all year groups, sign up with your Head of Year.
Spectators welcome! Come along and cheer on the teams.
 Look out for posters around school for more details.

One Mind, Many Voices – Year 8 & 9
Our Year 8 and 9 students are tackling the challenges Year
6 pupils face when transitioning to high school. Their
project, One Mind, Many Voices, aims to create resources
that support this move by engaging with primary schools
to understand what Year 6 students need most.

To fund these resources, students will hold a Bake Sale on
23rd January in the main hall during break and lunch.
Suggested donation: £1
Cake donations: We’d love your support—please send in
cakes in the days leading up to the event.
These initiatives showcase the creativity and compassion
of our students as they work to make a real difference.
Thank you for supporting them in these inspiring
challenges!



www.westcraven.co.uk westcravenhighschool westcraven.barnoldswick

AFTER SCHOOL DRAMA CLUB

🎭 AUDITIONS NOW OPEN! 🎭
We’re thrilled to announce that this summer’s school production will be The

Addams Family Musical! 🖤🖤🖤
Students are invited to audition Tuesday after school,

🕞 3:30 – 4:45pm
📍 Room T2

Auditions and after-school drama sessions will be run by the brilliant
Stagedoor Youth Theatre, so it’s a fantastic opportunity to develop

performance skills and get involved in an exciting production.
✨ Want to be part of the cast?

Simply attend the Tuesday extracurricular after-school club and audition!
🎶 Creepy, kooky, mysterious and spooky… don’t miss out!
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AFTER SCHOOL DANCE CLUB
💃 Imogen Gibson School of Dance – After School Club 💃

Love to dance or want to try something new?
Join the Imogen Gibson School of Dance at West Craven High School — everyone is

welcome!
📅 Every Thursday
⏰ 3:30 – 4:30pm
📍 The Gym

Sessions run weekly and are a great way to build confidence, fitness and dance skills in a
fun, supportive environment.

👉 Sign up today!
If you’d like to come along, simply turn up on the day and introduce yourself to the teacher,

Imogen.

We look forward to seeing you on the dance floor! ✨
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WORK EXPERIENCE PLACEMENTS NEEDED 

We are currently seeking local employers and organisations who can support our Year 10
students by offering a two-week work experience placement this academic year.

Work experience is a vital opportunity for young people to develop confidence, workplace skills
and a clearer understanding of future career pathways. By opening your doors to a student, you
can help inspire the next generation while sharing your expertise and insight into your industry.

Placement dates:

📅 Monday 16 March – Friday 27 March

Placements are voluntary and can be tailored to suit your organisation. Whether you are a
small business, large employer, or public sector organisation, your involvement can make a real
difference.

If you are interested in offering a placement or would like more information, please get in touch:

📧 Jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk

Employers will be fully supported throughout the placement by our staff, who will act as a point
of contact before and during the work experience period.

Thank you for supporting our students and helping to shape their futures.
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REPORTING AN ABSENCE 





PASTORAL UPDATES

www.westcraven.co.uk westcravenhighschool westcraven.barnoldswick

PASTORAL UPDATES
The Year 7 students have made a fantastic start to the new term! It’s wonderful to see pupils
returning with enthusiasm and a readiness to learn. We are looking forward to building on
last term’s successes and continuing to celebrate their achievements throughout the year.

Last year, our Year 7 students took part in the Young Writers Scheme, producing some
fantastic pieces of work. We are thrilled to announce that several of these pieces have been
selected for publication in a book titled I Have a Dream.

Congratulations to all the pupils whose work will be featured. As recognition of their
achievement, they received certificates during Monday’s assembly. We are incredibly proud
of your creativity and hard work!

Year 7 have made a fantastic start to the new term! It’s wonderful to see pupils returning
with enthusiasm and a readiness to learn. We are looking forward to building on last term’s
successes and continuing to celebrate their achievements throughout the year.

Thank you, as always for your continued support.

Mrs Harper
Head of year 7

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we move into the fourth week of the Spring Term, we are delighted to share how well our
Year 8 pupils have settled back into school life. They have made an excellent start to the term
and are producing some truly impressive work, both academically and practically.
We are particularly proud of the enthusiasm and commitment shown across a range of
subjects. Many pupils are excelling in sports and drama, demonstrating talent, teamwork, and
confidence both in lessons and extracurricular activities.

In addition, we are pleased to celebrate the success of several talented pupils who have
recently received certificates in recognition of their outstanding work. Some of these pupils
have also been given the exciting opportunity to have their work published, which is a fantastic
achievement and a real credit to their effort and creativity.

Kind regards
Mrs. Freeman
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY

The librarian loves 
The Dead of Winter by Sarah Clegg. I
was very lucky to be gifted this book at
Christmas. It is a beautifully illustrated
book all about strange folk tales and
arcane winter traditions. 

World Religion Day is celebrated on the 18th
January 2026. The purpose of World Religion
Day is to work towards a peaceful
understanding between faiths. For pupil who
wish to learn more about their faith or the
faith of their peers, there is a display of
information books in the library on different
religions. 

Word of the week: Fatigue 
 

Fatigue is a noun and it comes from the
French word fatigue, fatiguer meaning

"weariness" or "to tire," ultimately from the Latin
verb fatigare, meaning "to weary, tire out, or

exhaust". It entered English in the 1660s, initially
meaning "that which causes weariness" or

"labour," and later evolved to include senses
like manual work (military fatigues) and the

state of being tired. 

The explanation of the Dewey Decimal System
has now reached Number 700. This section of
the library is where you will find books on art

and recreation.  
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY

The title 'Macbeth' is in a pinky/red colour and sits bellow a golden crown. Both are
surrounded by a grey haze and mud.The Octagon Theatre in Bolton is showing Macbeth
from the 4th – 28th March. Plays are meant to be performed live and watching a theatre
production helps to improve a pupils’ memory of the play and it promotes a deeper
understanding of the plot. Also at Colne Muni - find out more here...
https://www.themuni.co.uk/whats-on/macbeth/

Anne Bronte was born on the 17th January
1820 in Thornton Yorkshire. She was the

younger sister of Charlotte and Emily Bronte.
She was the author of several poems and the
novels Agnes Grey and The Tenant of Wildfell

Hall.  She died in Scarborough on 28th May
1849. One of her poems is reproduced below.

he National Theatre is showing Hamlet in
cinemas in Bradford, Leeds, Skipton and
Burnley. Please follow this link for further

details National Theatre Live: Hamlet | Official
Website | In Cinemas 22 January 2026

Hamlet | National TheatreThe National
Theatre is showing Hamlet in cinemas
in Bradford, Leeds, Skipton and Burnley.
Please follow this link for further details

https://hamlet.ntlive.com/ 

https://www.themuni.co.uk/whats-on/macbeth/
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Spring Term 1 Extracurricular Programme

We are pleased to share details of our Spring Term 1 extracurricular programme, which offers a
wide range of lunchtime and after-school clubs designed to enrich students’ learning and

personal development. Opportunities available this half term include Homework Support Club,
Stage Door Drama Group, Imogen’s Dance School, Band Club and Science Club, alongside

many other activities.

We encourage all students to review the full programme and take advantage of the clubs and
support available.

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS - SPRING TERM 1
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LUNCHTIME CLUBS  - SPRING TERM 1



www.westcraven.co.uk westcravenhighschool westcraven.barnoldswick

PENDLE EDUCATION TRUST CAREERS DAY
Pendle Education Trust Careers Day

On Thursday 12 March, students from West Craven will be attending the Pendle Education Trust
Careers Day, hosted at Colne Primet Academy.

This exciting event gives students the opportunity to meet a wide range of employers from the
local community, representing a variety of sectors. It is an excellent way for young people to
hear first-hand about what local companies have to offer and to explore the many different
career pathways available to them.

During the day, students will be able to speak directly with employers to gain a better
understanding of:

What different jobs involve
The range of roles available within different industries
The skills and qualities needed to be successful in today’s economy

In addition, students will meet representatives from a selection of universities, as well as Nelson
and Colne College, who will be attending with subject specialists. These teams will be running
interactive activities and talking to students about their future options and next steps.

This Careers Day is a valuable opportunity to inspire our students, broaden their horizons and
support them in making informed decisions about their future education and career pathways.

If you know of any local businesses
interested in exhibiting for free at this

event, please get in touch at
jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk.





DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Monday 2  February Nelson and Colne College Options Sessions
for Year 9

nd

Monday 2  February - Lancashire Sexual Health Team nd

Tuesday 3  February - Cyber Skills Day NCCrd

Thursday 5th February Year 10 Barclay’s Life Skills 
Year 11 revision launch 
Friday 6th February NSPCC Number Day 
9  February - National Apprenticeship Week th

10th February Safer Internet Day 
Friday 13  February - Nelson and Colne College Apprenticeship
Assembly - Year 11's

th

End of term - school closes - 13  Februaryth

School re-opens - 23  February rd
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OUR COMMUNITY
Community Advertisements

In this section of our newsletter, we share posters for local events, activities, and
charities. 

If you would like us to advertise a community event or club, please email
jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk.

Please note that West Craven High School is not affiliated with these
organisations and cannot endorse the events, promotions, or clubs. We will only

feature events that we consider appropriate for our school community.

Stay connected, follow us on Facebook and Instagram

A very warm welcome to all our new Year 7 families! 
We are thrilled to have you join the West Craven High School community. 
To stay updated on school news, student achievements, important events,

and reminders, we encourage all parents and carers to follow our official
Facebook and Instagram pages.

West Craven High School

WestCraven.Barnoldswick




