
WEST CRAVEN HIGH SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Principal’s Welcome

Friday 19th December

Mr Bates, Principal

Dear Parents / Carers

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas! It has been a week of celebrating this week, with our
rewards assemblies and silent discos for all year groups.
In our rewards assemblies this week we celebrated those students nominated for their effort,
attainment and positive contribution to the school. I love these assemblies because it is a chance
for us to come together as a community to celebrate each other’s success. I want every child to
be successful during their time at West Craven and I want to take every opportunity to reward
different strengths, talents and achievements. Equality is a key part of our ASPIRE values. This is
about a culture where we don’t just accept differences, we celebrate them. Everyone has
different strengths and talents and will excel at different things at different times. We celebrate
these successes and talents as a community. Our school is full of amazing young people, and we
hope to celebrate them even more in 2026!

The silent discos have become a big favourite with our students, although they are certainly less
silent than the title suggests. A lovely moment watching the Year 7s signing to their favourite
songs, arms joined, headphones on, with their eyes closed! Clearly, they enjoyed it! We also had
our students attend Burnley Football Club where our teams pitched their ideas on how to
improve young peoples’ mental wellbeing. The students were a credit to the school and their
families and the staff at the event commented on how well these students presented and
represented the school. Well done to all involved!

Thank you for all of your donations to the Barnoldswick Foodbank. The shopping trolley is once
again full to overflowing and will be delivered in time for the start of the Christmas holidays. I am
very proud of our students for doing this work and it is a lovely gesture at this time of year to
think of those that may be less fortunate than ourselves. It is a lovely time of year, but it can also
be a difficult time of year for many people. We are a school at the heart of our community and
while it may only be a small gesture, it is important to contribute and support those in our
community that need a little help at this time of year.

While you may think the action is at the Worlds Darts final at Alexandra Palace, the real action has
been taking place right here in the West Craven PE department. There has been a fiercely
competitive darts tournament taking place in school over the past few weeks, culminating in the
final taking place on the last day of school. The standard has been high and it is excellent to see
the take-up of another extra-curricular club in school. It has been well attended and the students
have really enjoyed it. As I said above, we want students to discover and grow their talents in a
variety of different ways. I will let Mr Cameron announce the winner!

I can’t believe how quickly this term has gone and how much we have achieved already. It has
been a busy 14 school weeks since we came back to school in September. I wish all of our
students, their families, and everyone in our community, a peaceful Christmas holiday. I hope our
students take the time to rest, recharge and spend time with friends and family.

Thank you for your continued support and I look forward to seeing you on the 5th January 2026,
ready for another exciting term to begin at West Craven High School.
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STARS OF THE WEEK

Congratulations to this week's top students from each form group.
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END OF TERM AWARDS
End of Term Awards Celebration 
This week, we were delighted to celebrate our students’ achievements during our end of term
assemblies. A range of awards were presented to recognise the hard work, commitment and
positive attitudes shown by students throughout the term.

Students received Aspire Awards, which celebrate those who consistently demonstrate our
school values, as well as Attendance Awards, recognising excellent attendance and
punctuality. These awards are an important way for us to acknowledge the effort students put
into their learning and school life every day.

Please enjoy this selection of photos featuring some of the students who proudly received their
awards. We are incredibly proud of all our award winners and would like to thank families for
their continued support this term.

Well done to everyone involved – a fantastic way to end the term! 👏
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Silent Disco Celebration
As a reward for their hard work this term, students

enjoyed a festive silent disco! Each year group took
part on Thursday, spending a full hour dancing along
to Christmas songs and having lots of fun with their

friends. It was wonderful to see so many smiling faces
and such great enthusiasm.

Well done everyone – we hope you enjoyed the disco!
🎧🎄

REWARDS AND AWARDS
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CURRICULUM UPDATE  HISTORY
In year 7 we are studying the Norman
invasion of 1066. We have been
analysing key battles such as the Battle
of Stamford Bridge and the Battle of
Hastings. Furthermore, we are gaining an
understanding of the challenges William
the Conqueror faced when he came to
power.

In year 8 we have been looking at
exploration and the Transatlantic Slave
Trade. We have recently been focusing
on the abolition movement and
evaluating which group of people had
the biggest impact on the abolition of
slavery in Britain.

Year 9 students are exploring events that
followed the Russian Revolutions.
Students are encountering key concepts
such as communism and capitalism. We
have been following the rise of the
Bolsheviks and the power struggle that
led to Joseph Stalin becoming the leader
of the USSR.

Year 10 have made an excellent start to their first GCSE
topic, Medicine through Time. Since September we have
explored key medical developments and ideas about
cause, treatment and prevention of disease in the Medieval,
Renaissance and Industrial periods. We are currently
exploring medical developments, like the discovery of
penicillin and the start of the welfare state in Britain that
took place prior to the Second World War.

Year 11 are working hard on their final GCSE topic, Norman
England. We have been looking at the problems William of
Normandy faced after the Battle of Hastings and the tactics
he used to deal with these problems, such as the Harrying of
the North and building motte-and-bailey castles.

Mr Davidson
Head of Humanities

and MFL



Premier League Inspires: Supporting Young People’s Mental Wellbeing
Our students have recently been taking part in the Premier League Inspires Challenge, an
exciting initiative that encourages young people to explore and support mental wellbeing.

As part of the challenge, students are learning about what mental wellbeing means, why it is
important, and how factors such as friendships, family life, school pressures, social media and
self-esteem can impact how young people think and feel. They are also discussing how
confidence, positive relationships and healthy habits can help them manage everyday
challenges.

Students are working in teams to develop a social action project aimed at supporting young
people’s mental wellbeing. Their projects focus on:

Raising awareness of mental health and wellbeing
Breaking down stigma and encouraging open conversations
Promoting healthy habits and positive self-image
Helping young people understand where and how to access support

The challenge encourages students to think creatively about how football, teamwork and their
school community can play a positive role in supporting mental wellbeing. Projects may
include awareness campaigns, presentations, fundraising, practical actions or educational
activities.

This has been a valuable opportunity for students to share their ideas, listen to others and
understand how they can make a positive difference to their own wellbeing and the wellbeing
of those around them.

We are proud of the thoughtful discussions and enthusiasm shown by our students and look
forward to sharing more about their projects soon.
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BURNLEY FOOTBALL CLUB CHALLENGE



PASTORAL UPDATES
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PASTORAL UPDATES YEAR 10

Mrs  Janjua
 Year 10 Pastoral

Lead

Year 10: A Term of Achievement and Dedication

This term, our Year 10 students have truly impressed us with their excellent work ethic. Their
focus, determination, and commitment to learning have been outstanding, and we are
incredibly proud of the maturity and enthusiasm they have brought to their studies.

A special mention goes to our Year 10 Ambassadors, who played a vital role during the Year 11
Parents’ Evening. Their support, initiative, and professionalism were exceptional, and they
represented both the year group and the school with great pride.

As we look ahead, a reminder to those who have not yet submitted their work experience
forms: please ensure you arrange a placement and hand in your completed forms
immediately after the Christmas break.

Well done to all of Year 10 for a brilliant term!

Wishing you a restful and enjoyable Christmas break.
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
The librarian loves 
author talks and I went to one recently at Colne library. Wayne
Silver has self-published his book, and it was interesting hearing
about his journey to becoming an author. My mum, who
attended the talk with me, bought me a signed copy of the book
as an early Christmas gift. I am looking forward to reading it. 

2026 will be The National Year of
Reading. This year will focus on reading
as a life enhancing practice that every
young person has a right to enjoy. Our

school has some exciting activities
planned to mark this special year.
Watch this space; details will be

released in the spring term. 

Although the school library is now
closed for the Christmas holidays,
audio and e books are available from
your local public library every single
day of the year at no charge. Joining
the library is completely free. There
are libraries in Barnoldswick, Earby,
Colne and Nelson. 
 

The explanation of the
Dewey Decimal System
has now reached
Number 500. This is a
large section as it
encompasses natural
science and
mathematics. It includes
books on space,
dinosaurs, physics and
volcanoes.
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY

Hibernate is a verb. Hibernating animals
become inactive during the winter months to
conserve energy and help them survive the
cold. Animals will make a cosy nest in a cave
or a burrow and slow their heart rate and
breathing and they can go for weeks without
eating. Bears and hedgehogs, along with other
animals, hibernate. The word hibernate comes
from the Latin word hiberare which means to
winter. It was first used in English in the 14th
century.

Word of The Week

Jane Austen was born on the 16th December 1775. This year marks the 250th
anniversary of her birth. Printed below is a wonderful description of Christmas

from Chapter 14 of her novel Persuasion:

 "Immediately surrounding Mrs. Musgrove were the little Harvilles, whom she was
sedulously guarding from the tyranny of the two children from the Cottage,

expressly arrived to amuse them. On one side was a table occupied by some
chattering girls, cutting up silk and gold paper; and on the other were tressels

and trays, bending under the weight of brawn and cold pies, where riotous boys
were holding high revel; the whole completed by a roaring Christmas fire, which

seemed determined to be heard, in spite of all the noise of the others. 
Charles and Mary also came in, of course, during their visit, and Mr. Musgrove

made a point of paying his respects to Lady Russell, and sat down close to her
for ten minutes, talking with a very raised voice, but from the clamour of the

children on his knees, generally in vain. It was a fine family piece."
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
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OUT OF SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT
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If you would like to share your child’s out of school achievements, please contact
jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk

🥋 Out-of-School Achievement 🥋

A huge congratulations to Isabelle in Year 7, who has successfully passed her
Taekwondo grading and achieved her Red Belt!

This is a fantastic achievement and a real testament to Isabelle’s dedication,
discipline and hard work outside of school. We are incredibly proud to celebrate

her success.
Well done, Isabelle — keep aiming high! 👏✨



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
School re-opens - 5  January 2026th

Year 9 Parents Evening - 29  Januaryth

Poetry Live - YR10 Manchester Bridgewater Hall 4  Februaryth

Year 10 Barclay’s Life Skills (session3) 5  February th

Year 11 revision launch - 5  Februaryth

NSPCC Number Day - 6  Februaryth

National Apprenticeship Week - 9  Februaryth

Safer Internet Day - 10  Februaryth

End of term - school closes - 13  Februaryth

School re-opens - 23  February rd
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OUR COMMUNITY
Community Advertisements

In this section of our newsletter, we share posters for local events, activities, and
charities. 

If you would like us to advertise a community event or club, please email
jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk.

Please note that West Craven High School is not affiliated with these
organisations and cannot endorse the events, promotions, or clubs. We will only

feature events that we consider appropriate for our school community.

Stay connected, follow us on Facebook and Instagram

A very warm welcome to all our new Year 7 families! 
We are thrilled to have you join the West Craven High School community. 
To stay updated on school news, student achievements, important events,

and reminders, we encourage all parents and carers to follow our official
Facebook and Instagram pages.

West Craven High School

WestCraven.Barnoldswick




