
WEST CRAVEN HIGH SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Principal’s Welcome

Friday 12th December

Mr Bates, Principal

Dear Parents / Carers

We are looking forward to a week of celebration next week. Our assemblies and silent discos are
planned as a positive reward for all year groups.
The Christmas Show was excellent and it was great to see so many of you at this event on
Wednesday. There was a lovely, festive atmosphere and I really enjoyed celebrating the
achievements and talents of our students on the stage. From singing to guitar, to cello, to
keyboard, and an amazing performance by the West Craven School Band. The students
entertained the audience with an excellent programme of songs, drama performances, and
dance. Many of the students were performing for their first time! It has been wonderful to watch
the confidence of these young people grow and grow, as they continue to practice and rehearse.
I look forward to seeing many of them perform again, perhaps in a summer concert later this
year?!

We have our rewards assemblies next week, where we celebrate those students nominated for
their effort, attainment and positive contribution to the school. I love these assemblies because it
is a chance for us to come together as a community to celebrate each other’s success. I want
every child to be successful during their time at West Craven and I want to take every
opportunity to reward different strengths, talents and achievements. We have students that have
had their work published, artists that have excelled in workshops, musicians, sports players, those
that have gone the extra mile for charity or the community, as well as those that just do the right
things day in, day out! Our school is full of amazing young people, and this is intended to be full
celebration of all we have achieved in 2025!

Thank you for all of your donations to the Barnoldswick Foodbank. The shopping trolley is once
again full to overflowing and will be delivered in time for the start of the Christmas holidays. I am
very proud of our students for doing this work and it is a lovely gesture at this time of year to think
of those that may be less fortunate than ourselves. It is a lovely time of year, but it can also be a
difficult time of year for many people. We are a school at the heart of our community and while it
may only be a small gesture, it is important to contribute and support those in our community
that need a little help at this time of year.

We have a busy week next week and we will be teaching lessons right up until the last day. We
know there has been a flu bug around, and this hit quite a few people last week. It will be good to
welcome back students that haven’t been well and include them in our celebrations this week.
It’s important that children attend school if they are well enough to come in. We can help
students catch up on the learning that hey have missed and get them back in to good routines
ready for 2026!
Thank you for your continued support
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STARS OF THE WEEK

Congratulations to this week's top students from each form group.
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Isabelle
Gracie
Illie
Maryam

Frankie
Alice
Blake
Olivia

Madiyyah
Eva
Issac
Frankie

Christopher
Faye
Elise
Kai

Freddie
Isaac
Bonnie
Evie
Miley
Amelia
Imaan

STARS OF THE WEEK
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CHRISTMAS SHOW
What a fantastic evening we had on Wednesday, celebrating the incredible talent of our

students at the West Craven High School Christmas Show!

We were delighted to welcome over 15 local stallholders for our festive Christmas Markets,
giving parents and families a wonderful opportunity to browse and support local

businesses before the show began.

The Christmas performance itself was truly magical, featuring brilliant contributions from
Stage Door Dance School, Imogen School of Dance, our school choir, solo performances

and the school band. Every performance showcased the enthusiasm, dedication and
talent of our young people, and it was wonderful to see such fantastic support from our

school community.

Thank you to everyone who joined us – it was an amazing night! 🎄✨



Earlier in the day, we were also delighted to host a special matinée performance for our
local primary schools.

Children from across our community were invited to enjoy a preview of the Christmas
Show, featuring performances from Stage Door Dance School, Imogen School of Dance,

our school choir and the school band.

It was wonderful to welcome so many excited young visitors into school and share a little
festive magic with them. Their enthusiasm, applause and smiling faces made the morning

truly special.
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CHRISTMAS SHOW
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CURRICULUM UPDATE MATHS

This half term has been a busy and productive one for the Maths Department. Our Year 11
students have completed their mock examinations, providing valuable insights to help guide
their preparation for the summer exams. Across Key Stage 3, students have just finished their
mid-year assessments, and we are pleased with the progress they are making.

In lessons, Year 7 have been focusing on place value and mastering the four operations,
building strong foundations for future learning. Year 8 have been working on coordinates
and graphs, alongside developing fluency in multiplying and dividing fractions.
Thank you to all students for their hard work and resilience this term. We look forward to
continuing this momentum into the next half term!

Mr M Balal 
Assistant Principal

Whole School Data 
& Director of Maths
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CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION WINNERS

Pendle Education Trust Christmas Card Competition – West Craven Success!

A huge well done to West Craven students Shakira and Bradley who reached the finals of this
year’s Pendle Education Trust Christmas Card Competition.

Their festive artwork was fantastic and we are incredibly proud of their creativity and effort.

Both students attended the celebration event at Castercliffe Primary School this week, where
they received certificates and prizes for reaching the finals.

A special congratulations to Bradley, who went on to WIN the overall competition! What a
brilliant achievement and a wonderful reflection of his artistic talent.

Well done to both students – we are extremely proud! 🎨✨
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CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY
Thank you to all the staff and students who came into school this week dressed so festively in
their Christmas jumpers. It’s wonderful to take part in such a lovely event as a school
community, supporting Save the Children’s national Christmas Jumper Day campaign.



Uniform reminder: Jewellery and Hair 

All our decisions are made based on students being in a work mode with no social agenda to
detract from the core purpose of school life which is to work hard, learn and make progress. Our
uniform is designed to be smart and simple. Wearing a uniform demonstrates high standards,
our academy values and a sense of community. 
Students are allowed to wear a wristwatch and one pair of plain stud or small sleeper earrings in
the lower ear. No other jewellery e.g. rings, chains, bands, bracelets and tongue or nose
piercings may be worn. 

We have a duty of care to all our students and this includes responsibility for health and safety.
The wearing of facial jewellery, nose studs, tongue piercings, multiple earrings, necklaces, ear
stretchers and other items which could cause harm or breach Health & Safety requirements in
school is not allowed. We are unable to accept responsibility for replacing any items which are
lost or stolen whilst in school. School reserves the right to ask students to refrain from wearing
inappropriate jewellery or other items of non-uniform; for reasons of safety, security or
appropriate appearance, students will be asked to remove the item. 

In addition to adhering to the correct dress code outlined in the uniform policy we also expect
students to present themselves with an acceptable appearance. As we strive to prepare and
equip students for working life we expect hairstyles to be sensible and appropriate for school.
Hair colouring is to be all one colour and a natural colour. 

Extreme haircuts are not acceptable. The definition of an extreme hairstyle is at the discretion
of the Senior Leadership Team, but include: 
No shaved heads or other extreme hairstyles 
Hair must not be shorter than a number 2 razor cut 
No tram lines 
No decorative braids 
No excessively bright or multi coloured hair dyed in other than natural colours. 
Students must wear their hair tied back during practical lessons for safety and hygiene reasons,
for example in PE, Food technology, Design technology and Science when carrying out
experiments. 
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SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS
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Ms Parkinson

SCHOOL REMINDERS
New Classroom Posters to Support Our Students
Over the past few weeks, we’ve been working hard to create clear and positive reminders of
our school expectations. You’ll now see new posters displayed in every classroom, including:

Super Six - School Standards and Expectations
S.E.L.F - Students are Ready for Learning
Equipment Reminders – Helping students Come Prepared for Learning
The 3Cs: Behaviour for Learning – Focusing on Chance, Choice and Consequence

These posters are designed to reinforce the high standards we expect and to support every
child in making positive choices. Please take a moment to talk to your child about these
expectations and how they can demonstrate them every day.
Thank you for your continued support in helping us create a safe, respectful, and successful
learning environment.



PASTORAL UPDATES
Dear Year 8 Pupils and Parents,
As we approach the festive season, we want to take a moment to celebrate the wonderful
efforts and achievements of our Year 8 community.
Thank you to all the families that have supported the community food bank and
generously donated food items, toiletries and small gifts in support of others. Your
kindness will make a real difference to families in need this Christmas.

Our Christmas Jumper Day was a fantastic success! It was wonderful to see so many
creative and festive jumpers brightening up the school. Thank you for joining in the fun
and helping us spread holiday cheer

We are incredibly proud of the hard work and dedication shown by Year 8 pupils this term.
Your commitment to learning and positive attitude have been outstanding.
Year 8 continues to demonstrate a fantastic community spirit showing kindness and
respect, making our school a positive and welcoming environment.
Wishing You a Wonderful Christmas
As we head into the holidays, we hope you enjoy a well-deserved break. Take time to
relax, recharge, and enjoy special moments with your family and friends.
Thank you for making this term so memorable. We look forward to seeing you all in the
New Year!
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PASTORAL UPDATES

Mrs Freeman Year 8
Pastoral Lead
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

Mr J Brook
Personal Development Lead

This week our Year 11s had their mock interview day in which fifteen local employers gave up
their time to come and interview our students to prepare them for future employment and
college applications. The day was a great success with many employers commenting on
how well the students spoke and their attitude towards the event. 

This wraps up another great half term for Personal
Development here at West Craven with students involved in
many activities from a variety of different organisations in
addition to the curriculum they already receive. In the new year
we look forward to more visits from Nelson and Colne College
as well as our careers fair and Year 10 work experience. 
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CAREERS
Nelson and Colne College are delighted to invite our Year 10 and Year 11 pupils from
school to join their upcoming free after-school academies this December and
January – and they have just added even more sessions!

These academies are a fantastic way for students to:
Explore subjects they’re passionate about
Enjoy interactive activities
Learn about careers, courses and apprenticeships
Experience college life and meet tutors and other pupils

Upcoming Academies:
Future Hair Professional Academy (Creative)
Next Dates: 9 or 11 Dec – NCC & ARC

Future Engineers Academy
Next Date: 13 Jan – NCC only

Future Construction Professional Academy
Next Date: 21 Jan – ARC only

Future Digital/IT/Cyber Analyst Academy
Next Date: 21 Jan – NCC & ARC
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WORK OF THE WEEK

Fantastic Geography work created by
Tia in year 8.

She has created a beautiful tourist
information leaflet on India for

homework. She has included places to
visit, things to do and cultural aspects.
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
The librarian loves 
Extraordinary People by Peter May. It is a
cold case mystery set in France. The
perpetrators of the crime have created
a macabre treasure hunt that a
detective is trying to solve to find a
missing person. It is an absorbing and
complex read, and I am enjoying
figuring out the clues. I am pleased that
it is the first in a series; a bonus when
you are enjoying a book that you do not
want to finish.  

There are a number of book and play adaptations on the BBC at the moment
including Macbeth, The Tenant of Wildfell Hall and Jane Eyre. Adaptations often make
texts more accessible. Watching the plotline enacted makes novels easier to
understand, whilst bringing characters to life. It provides a gateway into a text,
furnishing you with a visual landscape to supplement your own imaginary one.  

 

Continuing on with our series on the
Dewey Decimal System, we have now
reached number 400, which is where
you will find dictionaries, linguistics

and etymology. In this section you will
find The Illustrated Etymologicon.

Etymology is the study of the origin of
words. 
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
Year 8 have been learning all about Victorian

novels. During their library time, they used a curated
collection of library books to carry out research on

authors who were writing during the Victorian
period. 

Jacqueline Wilson was born on the 17th December 1945.
She is the author of over 100 books for children and is the

creator of characters such as Tracy Beaker and Hetty
Feather. Jacqueline is a former Children’s Laureate and in
2008 she received a Damehood. Some of her books can

be found in the school library. 
 

Well done to Isabelle, John, Ava, Eva and
Olivia on achieving a reading age of

seventeen. What a fantastic achievement. 
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EXTRA CURRICULAR OFFER
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EXTRA CURRICULAR OFFER



OUT OF SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT
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If you would like to share your child’s out of school achievements, please contact
jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk

Out of School Achievement

On Saturday, Jessica in Year 7 proudly represented Barlick Fell Runners for the first time at
the U13 Lancashire Cross Country Championships. This was also Jessica’s first ever club race.

She performed exceptionally well, finishing in 26th place and coming just three minutes
behind the winner on a challenging 2.7km course. Well done, Jessica, on an impressive debut

performance! 🏃‍♀️👏



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

End of term - 19  December - students dismissed at 1pmth

School re-opens - 5  January 2026th

Year 9 Parents Evening - 29  Januaryth

 Poetry Live - YR10 Manchester Bridgewater Hall 4  Februaryth

Year 10 Barclay’s Life Skills (session3) 5  February th

Year 11 revision launch - 5  Februaryth

NSPCC Number Day - 6  Februaryth

National Apprenticeship Week - 9  Februaryth

Safer Internet Day - 10  Februaryth

End of term - school closes - 13  Februaryth

School re-opens - 23  February rd
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OUR COMMUNITY
Community Advertisements

In this section of our newsletter, we share posters for local events, activities, and
charities. 

If you would like us to advertise a community event or club, please email
jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk.

Please note that West Craven High School is not affiliated with these
organisations and cannot endorse the events, promotions, or clubs. We will only

feature events that we consider appropriate for our school community.

Stay connected, follow us on Facebook and Instagram

A very warm welcome to all our new Year 7 families! 
We are thrilled to have you join the West Craven High School community. 
To stay updated on school news, student achievements, important events,

and reminders, we encourage all parents and carers to follow our official
Facebook and Instagram pages.

West Craven High School

WestCraven.Barnoldswick




