
WEST CRAVEN HIGH SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Principal’s Welcome

Friday 21st November

Mr Bates, Principal

Dear Parents / Carers
This week our Year 11 students finished their last mock exam and enjoyed a small reward of doughnuts
and hot chocolate after the last exam. They have approached these exams really positively and we will
now be able to do work with the students in the coming weeks. Students will get their mock results and
feedback. Lessons will focus on how students can make improvements to their mock exams and
improve their grades. This is a really important part of the mock exam process and is more important
than sitting the mocks in the first place, as students now have the opportunity to learn from their
mistakes and see where their gaps are. Part of the reason behind the mocks is practice, the other is
knowing where the gaps are so we can make sure they are not there for the ‘real thing’ this summer.
Our teachers will provide feedback on the precise questions and topics that each student needs to
work on. This will form the basis of revision and homework tasks, so please support this at home.

With the mock exams taking the assembly hall out of action, I have been giving thought to our ASPIRE
values. It is very important that these become more than words that students see around the school;
they must have meaning and impact the school community. Next week’s theme is Positivity. I will be
explaining to the students that positivity is not about always smiling and being happy, because this is
not possible. There will be bad and sad times that you have experienced already and will do again!
There will be times when you are struggling and finding things difficult. Positivity is much more than
saying ‘put a brave face on!’ Positivity is about having a can-do attitude and mindset that looks at how
you can overcome setbacks and obstacles to achieve what you need to and move forward. Looking for,
and taking, opportunities in life, and getting the most out of them. This includes getting the most out of
their time in school. The capacity to learn is a gift, the opportunity to learn is right, positivity means
making the right choices to make the most from it!

We were certainly surrounded by Positivity on Tuesday evening when we held our STAR awards evening.
This was such a fantastic event and it was lovely to see so many of our students and their families, and
be able to celebrate their success. A former West Craven High student, who is now studying at the
University of York, took to the stage to inspire current students with her speech. Emily Jane Austin, who
attended Nelson and Colne College before progressing to University, spoke about how she learnt about
the importance of resilience while at West Craven High School and how, with the encouragement of her
secondary school teachers, she overcame the obstacles to achieve fantastic results and move on to
pursue her goals. During the evening, awards were presented to students for their academic,
attendance, sporting and extra-curricular achievements and last year’s GCSE students returned to
collect subject and achievement prizes as well as their GCSE certificates. The audience were also
entertained by the school choir performing ‘Don’t stop believing’ by Journey and ‘The Climb’ by Miley
Cirus. Having listened to the choir practicing over the recent weeks, it was great to see them perform so
confidently on centre-stage.

We are holding our Christmas show on Wednesday 10th December. This will be a fantastic event that
will showcase the work students have been doing in dance, music and drama so far this year. I look
forward to seeing many of you there.
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STARS OF THE WEEK

Congratulations to this week's top students from each form group.

Isabelle 7.AOP
Elissa 7.MFO

Izabella 7.OCA
Jessica 7.YGR

Daniel 8.EAJ
James 8.KSN
Blake 8.NHU
Olivia 8.RSW

Shakira 9.HWH
Mohammed 9.JBR

Max 9.LWI
Ella 9.WDA

Zainab 10.ABA
Eva 10.CMC

Ayesha 10.DWI
Shelby-Hope 10.JPE

Toby 10.RGR

Faye 11.API
Rokas 11.DRA

Summer 11.ECU
Katie 11.JHA
Harry 11.MBA

Amelia 11.MMO
Hanifa 11.MTU
Philip 11.STA
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STAR AWARDS 2025
STAR Awards – A Wonderful Evening of Celebration 

Thank you to all parents and carers who joined us for this year’s West Craven High School
STAR Awards. It was a truly wonderful evening celebrating the achievement, effort, and

progress of our students over the past year.

We were delighted to see so many families come along to share in the success of their
children. The atmosphere in the hall was warm, supportive, and full of pride, and it was

fantastic to recognise the hard work and dedication shown by our young people.

Our students were a credit to themselves and to the school, and we are incredibly proud of
each of our award winners.

A special thank you also goes to our guest speaker, our staff team, and everyone who
contributed to making the evening such a memorable event.

Below is a selection of photographs capturing some of the highlights from the night. We
hope you enjoy looking back at these moments as much as we enjoyed celebrating them.



STAR AWARDS 2025

www.westcraven.co.uk westcravenhighschool westcraven.barnoldswick



www.westcraven.co.uk westcravenhighschool westcraven.barnoldswick

CHRISTMAS SHOW
West Craven High School Christmas Show 

Join us on Wednesday 10th December for our annual Christmas Show – an evening filled
with festive cheer, community spirit, and spectacular performances.

We’ve had a fantastic response from local businesses and community members for our
Christmas Market, with a wonderful variety of stalls offering unique Christmas gifts. The

market opens from 5:30pm, so come along early to browse and support our stallholders
before the show begins.

The Christmas Show will start at 6:00pm and will finish at approximately 8:00pm. Enjoy
magical performances from our school choir, Stage Door Drama Group, and Imogen’s

School of Dance, as we celebrate the season through music, arts, and dance.

We can’t wait to welcome you to what promises to be a fantastic festive event!
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NEW LEARNING JOURNEYS
Learning journeys

We are currently developing detailed learning journeys for each of our curriculum areas.
Every subject will have a clear, visual overview of what students will be learning from Year
7 through to Year 11.

As an example, here are the Science learning journeys for Years 7–11. These give a flavour
of what will soon be available for all subjects.

All learning journeys will be published on our website before we break up for Christmas. 
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SPORTS FIXTURES

Mr Wilson
Head of PE

Year 8 Boys Football – Lancashire Schools Cup
 Our Year 8 boys put on a fantastic performance in the Lancashire Schools Cup fixture
against Lostock Hall, Preston. It was a high-quality, hard-fought match that ended 2-2 after
full time. Unfortunately, the result was decided on penalties, with our team narrowly missing
out 5-4. A great effort from all involved – well done, boys!

Celebrating Mr Hussain’s Fantastic Achievement!

We are delighted to celebrate the wonderful
achievement of our Head of Computing, Mr

Hussain, who recently completed a 10k run. This is
a fantastic personal milestone and a great

example of determination and commitment.

Well done, Mr Hussain — we are all incredibly
proud of you!

Out of School Achievement!
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CURRICULUM UPDATE  



This week marks the end of the first set of Year 11 mock exams,
and I am really pleased to say that the year group have faced
this challenge with real positivity and determination. They have
worked incredibly hard, and our exam invigilators have
commented on their excellent conduct throughout the
assessment period. I am very proud of them.
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PASTORAL UPDATES

Mrs D Gartland
Year 11 Pastoral Lead

As we continue into the busy half term and the lead-up to the
Christmas break, I would like to draw your attention to
several important dates and events:
I would like to remind families that all Year 11 students should
aim to have submitted their college applications before the
Christmas break. To support this, we are holding a College
Application Day in school on Wednesday 3 December where
representatives from local colleges will be available to guide
students, offer advice, and support them through the
application process.

Parents’ Evening is fast approaching, this will take place on
Tuesday 9 December—this will be an important opportunity to
discuss the mock exam results, current progress and next
steps. I hope to see as many of you there as possible. Full
details to follow.

Chocolate Tombola - Our senior prefects will be running a
chocolate tombola during the evening of our Christmas Show,
Wednesday 10 December, this is to help raise funds for their
prom; we kindly ask for donations of chocolates or sweets
ahead of the event and would greatly appreciate the support
of the whole year group.

Thank you, as always, 
for your continued support.
Mrs Gartland
Head of Year 11
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

Mr Brook
Personal Development 

& Careers Lead

This week we celebrated the excellent attitude,
progress and community engagement of our students
at this year's annual Star Awards. Students from Year 7
to Year 11 and current Year 12 received awards for
showing fantastic engagement, commitment to their
school work and how they have helped others both in
school and in the local area. 

This was an amazing evening and truly highlights
what great students we have here at West Craven
High School. 

Next week, during tutor time, our Year 9
students will be completing a health and

wellbeing questionnaire as part of
Lancashire County Council's vision to get
the views of student's across the county. 

In addition to this, we continue with our careers
interviews and Year 11 continue to apply for college
in the build up to their college application day on

the 3rd December. 
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CHRISTMAS ART COMPETITION

A huge thank you to all the students who took part in this year’s Christmas Card
Competition. We have been blown away by the creativity, effort, and festive spirit

shown across all the entries.
Over the coming days, we’ll be carefully looking through all the beautiful artwork

submitted. We will be announcing our school’s winners early next week, so keep an
eye out for the results!

Well done to everyone who entered — your talent has truly made this a joy to
judge. 🎄✨
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CAREERS 
Explore Your Future –
College Open Events

Over the next few months,
there are lots of exciting
college open events taking
place across our area. If
you’re in Year 10 or 11, this
is the perfect opportunity
to start exploring your next
steps. Visiting different
colleges will help you
discover the courses,
facilities and opportunities
available — and give you a
real feel for where you
might want to study after
West Craven. Make sure
you get along to some of
these events to find out
more and start planning
your future!
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
The librarian loves 
The Coldest Case by Martin Walker. This is the 14th book in this series and I am
really enjoying seeing the characters develop. I am hoping to visit the area
where the book is written, as the author writes about it in such a beautiful way. 

George Eliot was the pen name of Mary Ann Evans. She was born in Warwickshire on the
22nd November 1819. She is more well known for her novels, but she also wrote poetry. 

One of her poems is reproduced below: 
Count That Day Lost 

If you sit down at set of sun 
And count the acts that you have done, 

And, counting, find 
One self-denying deed, one word 

That eased the heart of him who heard, 
One glance most kind 

That fell like sunshine where it went — 
Then you may count that day well spent. 

 
But if, through all the livelong day, 

You've cheered no heart, by yea or nay — 
If, through it all 

You've nothing done that you can trace 
That brought the sunshine to one face— 

No act most small 
That helped some soul and nothing cost — 

Then count that day as worse than lost. 
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
This intriguing book is available to borrow from the
library. During November, the library displays have

been focused on information books. There are a wide
range of non-fiction books in the library. These books

are ordered using a system called the Dewey
Decimal Classification System. Each subject area

has its own number. Philosophy is number 100. The
Dewey system can seem daunting if you have not
come across it before, but over the next few weeks,

the librarian will provide a little more insight into how
you can find information books. 

What our pupils say about the library: 
 

“we love the displays” 
“it’s quiet and peaceful” 

“it’s the perfect place to revise” 
“we love the calm environment” 

If you are feeling the cold, you
might want to borrow this book.
It’s full of warming recipes, ideal

for cold nights.

Thank you to everyone who attended the book fair. We hope you
appreciated having the fair and you are enjoying your book purchases.
After February half term, as part of our World Book Day celebrations, the
library will be running a virtual book fair. Details to follow in the new year. 
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
Our school is excited to be taking part in Bookbuzz, a fantastic programme from

BookTrust – the UK’s largest children’s reading charity – designed to inspire young
people to read for pleasure.

Students will have the opportunity to explore a brilliant selection of books and
discover stories that spark their imagination.

To find out more, please take a look at the poster below.



OUT OF SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT
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If you would like to share your child’s out of school achievements, please contact
jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk

Out-of-School Achievement
 We are proud to celebrate Olivia’s fantastic contribution to her community! On Sunday,
9th November, Olivia represented the Girl Guides group by carrying the flag during the
Remembrance Parade in Barnoldswick. This is a wonderful example of leadership and
service beyond school—well done, Olivia!

Student Spotlight: Alisha Akhtar Publishes Her First Book on
Amazon
We are excited to highlight the incredible achievement of
Alisha Akhtar, who has recently self-published her debut
book, The Midnight Market of Al-Zahra, now available in
paperback on Amazon.
Publishing a book is no small feat, especially for a young
author. Alisha dedicated countless hours to writing, revising,
and preparing her manuscript for publication. Her
imagination and commitment brought The Midnight Market
of Al-Zahra to life—a story that reflects her creativity and
passion for storytelling.
Alisha’s accomplishment is an inspiring reminder of what
students can achieve beyond the classroom when they
follow their interests with perseverance and confidence. We
are immensely proud of her and look forward to seeing
where her writing talent takes her next.
Congratulations, Alisha, on this remarkable milestone!



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Year 11 College application day - 3  Decemberrd

Flu Vax - all year groups - 4  Decemberth

Year 11 Parents Evening - 9  Decemberth

Christmas show - 10  Decemberth

Year 11 Mock Interviews 11  December th

End of term - 19  December - students dismissed at 1pmth

School re-opens - 5  January 2026th
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OUR COMMUNITY
Community Advertisements

In this section of our newsletter, we share posters for local events, activities, and
charities. 

If you would like us to advertise a community event or club, please email
jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk.

Please note that West Craven High School is not affiliated with these
organisations and cannot endorse the events, promotions, or clubs. We will only

feature events that we consider appropriate for our school community.

Stay connected, follow us on Facebook and Instagram

A very warm welcome to all our new Year 7 families! 
We are thrilled to have you join the West Craven High School community. 
To stay updated on school news, student achievements, important events,

and reminders, we encourage all parents and carers to follow our official
Facebook and Instagram pages.

West Craven High School

WestCraven.Barnoldswick




