
WEST CRAVEN HIGH SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Principal’s Welcome

Friday 24th October

Mr Bates, Principal

Dear Parents / Carers
The theme of the week has been all about rewards. We want to celebrate our students and encourage
them to be proud of their talents and to recognise and celebrate in their own success and that of
others. 100 students across all Year groups received ASPIRE certificates this week for demonstrating
our school values day-in, day-out. These students have received the most positive points from their
teachers since September. 5 students received the Principal’s Award, which goes to a single student in
each year group, so a massive well done to these students, as these certificates are very special. 

We are also celebrating as a school, as we received the Artsmark award this week, recognising our
commitment to ensuring high quality arts and cultural education. This is an excellent award and I am
very proud of the teachers, particularly Mrs Whittle, who worked hard to achieve it for the students at
West Craven High School.

Our Year 11 students are preparing for their mock exams, which are the first week back; the first exams
are on Tuesday 11th November. Students will complete full papers in most of their subjects based on
what they have learned so far since Year 10. We have given students revision guides and topic lists
and prepared them with practice questions and revision techniques. The two week holiday is a perfect
opportunity to revise those Year 10 knowledge gaps. The Year 11 students need some time to relax and
see friends and family, and recharge so they are ready to come back in November to tackle the half
term ahead. However, it is also a really important year for the GCSE students this year, so they should
spend some of this time using the revision techniques they have been taught.

We have had some more further sporting success this week with the Year 7 Football teams both
beating Marsden Heights comfortably with a 5-1 and 11-3 win. Staying with the football theme, 5
fantastic students had a surprise trip to Turf Moor to enjoy a stadium tour and meet the players. They
were a credit to the school and their families; they represented their school with pride!

At West Craven High School, we are proud to be supporting Anti-Bullying Week 2025, which runs from
Monday 10th to Friday 14th November. This national campaign is a great opportunity to remind
everyone of the importance of kindness, respect, and standing up for one another. To launch the week,
we’re inviting all students and staff to take part in Odd Socks Day on Monday 10th November. This fun
and simple activity encourages everyone to celebrate what makes us all unique — just by wearing a
pair of odd socks! But please remember, this is the first day back! Throughout the week, students will
take part in activities and discussions that explore the importance of positive relationships, inclusion,
and mutual respect. West Craven is a place where everyone feels safe, supported, and valued.

It has been a busy half term and the children have experienced and achieved a great deal over the
past 8 weeks. It has been a privilege to award the students with our ASPIRE certificates and Principal’s
awards this week in recognition of their efforts. I hope this half term gives all of our students and their
families an opportunity to rest and spend quality time together.
I look forward to welcoming them all back on 10th November.
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STARS OF THE WEEK

Congratulations to this week's top students from each form group.

Ava 7.YGR
Eva 7.OCA
Lilly 7.MFO

Finley 7.AOP

Aimee 8.RSW
Lola 8.NHU

Henry 8.KSN
Alisha 8.EAJ

Ella 9.WDA
Laaibah 9.LWI

Mohammed 9.JBR
Charlie 9.HWH

Ethan 10.RGR
Shelby-Hope 10.JPE

Ashton 10.DWI
Mollie 10.CMC

Bill 10.ABA

Melissa 11.STA
Miya-Elize 11.MTU

Noah 11.MMO
Grace 11.MBA
Katie 11.JHA

Lauren 11.ECU
Daisy 11.DRA
Ruby 11.API
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SILVER ARTSMARK SUCCESS
West Craven High School Achieves Silver Artsmark Award

West Craven High School has been awarded the Silver Artsmark Award by Arts Council England
in recognition of its ongoing commitment to providing high-quality arts and cultural education.
The Artsmark Award is the only creative quality standard for schools and education settings,
accredited by Arts Council England. It supports and celebrates schools that champion the arts
and embed creativity across the whole curriculum.

Achieving the Silver Award demonstrates West Craven High School’s dedication to ensuring
that all students have access to inspiring opportunities in the arts, culture, and creative
learning. Through a wide range of artistic and cultural experiences, the school continues to
nurture creativity, imagination, and expression among its students.

Mr Bates, Principal at West Craven High School said... 
"We are extremely proud to receive the Silver Artsmark Award. This recognition reflects the
creativity, enthusiasm, and hard work of both our staff and students. At West Craven High
School, we believe that the arts play a vital role in developing confidence, self-expression, and
a love of learning, and we are committed to continuing to build on this success.

This national recognition highlights West Craven High School’s commitment to making the
arts- including drama, art, and music - an integral part of school life and ensuring that
creativity continues to thrive across the curriculum.”



West Craven Students Enjoy a Surprise Day at Burnley Football Club

Five lucky Burnley Football Club fans from West Craven High School were treated to a
fantastic surprise visit to Turf Moor this week.

During the day, students had the incredible opportunity to meet several key members of staff
at the club. Matt Williams, Chief Operations Officer, spoke about his role and how the club
operates behind the scenes. They also met Mark Haworth, Head of Retail, who shared insights
into the design and sales of the club’s kits and merchandise; Georgina Escandon, Head of
Fan Experience and International Marketing; and Lola, Chief Operations Officer for the
women’s team.

Students also heard from Jack Tebbutt, First Team Player Care Lead, and Chris Andrews,
Director of Football and Sport and Education, who discussed their roles in supporting players
and developing talent.

After the talks, the group enjoyed a special behind-the-scenes tour of Turf Moor, including
visits to both the home and away changing rooms. To their delight, two Premier League
players were in the home changing room at the time — giving the students a chance to meet
them, take photos, and get autographs.

It was a truly inspiring and unforgettable day, offering our students a real insight into the
many careers that exist within professional football.

A huge thank you to Darcie and her team at Burnley Football Club in the Community for
organising such a rewarding and memorable experience.
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BFC SURPRISE DAY
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BFC SURPRISE DAY
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HALLOWEEN BAKE SALE
West Craven High School – Halloween Bake Sale – Thank You!

Today, our Prefect team hosted a Halloween bake Sale to raise money for the prom
fund - and it was a spooktacular success! The team spent time baking the delicious
cakes, buns and other sweet treats, most with a fun Halloween twist. The team were
kept busy throughout break time, it was non-stop from start to finish and the team
have made a great start with an impressive amount for the prom fund.

A huge thank you to all the prefects and everyone who baked, bought or donated,
your support is appreciated.
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SPORTS FIXTURES

Mr Wilson
Head of PE

Year 7 Football Team Maintain Unbeaten Run

The Year 7 football team continued their excellent unbeaten start to the season with
impressive performances at Marsden Heights. Both the A and B teams recorded
convincing victories, with the A team winning 5–1 and the B team triumphing 11–3.
The players showed great teamwork, determination, and skill throughout both
matches. We’re looking forward with confidence to the remainder of our league fixtures
after the holidays.
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ODD SOCKS DAY
Anti-Bullying Week at West Craven High School
At West Craven High School, we are proud to be supporting Anti-Bullying Week 2025,
which runs from Monday 10th to Friday 14th November. This national campaign is a
great opportunity to remind everyone of the importance of kindness, respect, and
standing up for one another.

To launch the week, we’re inviting all students and staff to take part in Odd Socks Day
on Monday 10th November. This fun and simple activity encourages everyone to
celebrate what makes us all unique — just by wearing a pair of odd socks!
Throughout the week, students will take part in activities and discussions that explore
the importance of positive relationships, inclusion, and mutual respect.

Together, we can make West Craven a place where everyone feels safe, supported,
and valued.

Let’s all show our support by wearing odd socks and spreading kindness



www.westcraven.co.uk westcravenhighschool westcraven.barnoldswick

CURRICULUM UPDATE DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

Creative Highlights from KS3 & KS4

Our students have been busy showcasing their imagination and practical skills in recent
projects across the Design & Technology department.

Year 9 – Textiles “Sweet” Creations
Year 9 students have been exploring the world of textiles with their vibrant sweet-themed
projects. From colourful fabric lollipops to plush chocolate bars, each piece demonstrates
fantastic creativity and attention to detail. These works not only show technical sewing
and design skills but also a playful sense of originality that really stands out.

Year 10 – “Booknook” Worlds in Miniature
Meanwhile, our Year 10 students have been hard at work designing and building their own
Booknooks—miniature worlds tucked inside a box. Each creation offers a glimpse into a
tiny, detailed scene inspired by stories, personal interests, or imaginative landscapes. The
level of craftsmanship and storytelling on display is truly impressive, turning ordinary
materials into extraordinary worlds.

Both projects highlight the creativity, dedication, and growing skill of our students—well
done to everyone involved!
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END OF TERM AWARDS

End of Half-Term Awards

At the end of every half-term,
Principal Mr Bates celebrates our
students’ hard work and
achievements with a special awards
presentation. This week, Mr Bates
proudly presented Headteacher’s
Awards and Aspire Achievement
Awards to students who have
demonstrated outstanding effort,
progress, and commitment.

Well done to all the students who
received awards this week — we are
very proud of you!
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PASTORAL UPDATES
After a busy and productive term, it has been encouraging to see how well students
have readjusted to the structure and rhythm of school life. Routines are once again
well established, and there is a clear sense of focus and purpose across all classes.

As we approach the October half term, many students and families are looking
forward to a well-deserved break, with some seasonal Halloween celebrations to
enjoy. I will be heading to Scotland myself and look forward to returning refreshed for
the remainder of the term.

We are also delighted that a group of our students and staff will be travelling to
Villarreal, Spain, during the half term break. This exciting opportunity promises to be a
memorable experience for all involved, and we look forward to hearing about their trip
and seeing the photos upon their return.

Ms Waddington
Year 9 Pastoral

Lead 
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WEST CRAVEN BOOK FAIR
The Scholastic Book Fair is Coming to West Craven High School!

We’re excited to announce that the Scholastic Book Fair will soon be arriving at our school - a
fantastic opportunity to spark imaginations, discover new stories, and celebrate a love of
reading together.

Check out what books are available and how much they cost here
bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/bookcases

📅 Date: Thursday 13  Novemberth

 📍 Location: school library
Let’s make this Book Fair our best one yet—full of fun, creativity, and, of course, books!
All books must be paid for prior to the event.
Please click on this link to pay for your child’s books  Pay here

http://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/bookcases
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGrLpWujmY/tYUGGCr1X-PpZw5z1aCthw/edit
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CELEBRATING SUCCESS
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

Mr Brook
Personal Development 

& Careers Lead

This week our assemblies were led by Mrs Robertson, focusing on the theme of Rewards. It
was wonderful to see so many students recognised for their hard work and commitment
to our ASPIRE values throughout this half term. Congratulations to all who received
certificates your dedication truly shines!

On Friday, our Year 11 students showcased
fantastic initiative by organising and running a
Halloween cake sale to raise funds for their
Prom. The event was a great success, and it was
inspiring to see the students take full
responsibility for planning, marketing, and
hosting it so effectively.

As we draw to the close of a busy half term for
Personal Development, we’re already looking
ahead to what’s next. After the break, our PSHE
programme will continue with topics including
financial decision-making, resilience and
perseverance, and respectful, positive
relationships. In addition, our Year 11 students will
take part in mock interviews and a college
application day to support their preparation for
life after school.
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YEAR 11 REVISION INFORMATION
Year 11 Half-Term Revision Programme
During the second week of the October half-term holidays, our Year 11 students are invited to
take part in a dedicated revision programme in school. The sessions will focus on Maths,
English, Science and History, giving students the opportunity to consolidate their learning and
prepare for the important exams ahead.

Each session will be supported by members of staff who will be on hand to offer guidance,
answer questions, and help students build confidence in key topics.

To make the day even more enjoyable, pizza will be provided for all students who attend.

We encourage all Year 11 students to make the most of this opportunity to get ahead,
strengthen their knowledge, and feel well-prepared for their upcoming assessments.
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CHRISTMAS ART COMPETITION
It’s that time of year again — our Pendle Education Trust Christmas Card Competition

2025 is here!

This year’s theme is “Friendship.”
We’re inviting students to design a Christmas card based on this theme. Cards can be

portrait or landscape, but please remind children not to include any words in their
design.

As in previous years, all cards will be shared with residents at local care homes through
the Cards for Kindness scheme — spreading a little festive joy across our community.

A primary and secondary winner will also be selected, and their designs will be used as
our official digital Trust Christmas cards this year.

Please ensure all entries are returned to your art teacher by 12 pm on Friday, 21st
November.

Good luck — and happy creating!



www.westcraven.co.uk westcravenhighschool westcraven.barnoldswick

CAREERS 
We are pleased to invite Year 10 and Year 11 high school pupils to sign up to our Future
Engineers Academy at Nelson and Colne College from 530-730pm on a Tuesday evening.

The first one will run after Half term from Nov until Dec, with another starting in January
and more to follow.

Day: Tuesdays - First session starts Tues 4 November 2025 
Time: 530-730pm
Duration: 5 weeks + Presentation week
Year Group: Open to Year 10 and Year 11 High School pupils

Programme: Pupils will design and engineer a working clock with moving parts!
There will be CAD design sessions, skills demos, practical workshops and also a visit from
an employer and our Apprenticeships team to talk about Careers and Apprenticeships
and our T Levels in Engineering as part of the programme. There will be a presentation
and certificates at the end too.

Places limited - first come first served. We will also be running further academies
throughout the academic year and will also operate a waitlist too.

We will also be running a Future Construction Professional Academy from our ARC
Campus too which will start in January 26 - Further details to follow and this will be

around design, surveying and planning for construction, incorporating quantity
surveying, architecture and related topics.

Currently however pupils can register their interest for this one at Accrington and
Rossendale College here: click here

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=zoWB7AVPi0SCh0bAGFdm4gVu4MSn4txJgFR3l7LAmRlUNkhDVVE5QzYxSUEwUlQ2REE2OUdLWlJTOC4u&route=shorturl
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EXTRAORDINARY MINDS YEAR 7 COMPETITION
Extraordinary Minds Academy Competition for Year 7 Students

Nelson and Colne College have launched an exciting new competition for Year 7 students as
part of their Extraordinary Minds Academy. This is a fantastic opportunity for our students to
showcase their creativity, curiosity and innovative thinking.

To take part, students should choose a topic or subject that interests them, or something linked
to one of their school subjects. They should then research their chosen issue, explore different
viewpoints by discussing it with classmates, teachers and family members, and use what they
discover to write a 500-word essay that presents their ideas and opinions in a constructive
way.

Entries must be submitted by Monday 15th December, and students can register by scanning
the QR code on the poster below. 

This is a brilliant opportunity to develop research, communication and writing skills — and
there are prizes to be won!
Good luck, Year 7 — we can’t wait to see your extraordinary ideas!
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EXTRA CURRICULAR SPACES

Imogen’s School of Dance – Spaces Still Available!
We still have spaces available for Imogen’s School of Dance, which takes place every

Thursday after school from 3:30pm to 4:30pm.
This club is free for all students and open to all year groups.

If your child would like to join, please get in touch with the school office, and they will give you
a registration form.



Consultation on Admission Arrangements for 2027–2028

Pendle Education Trust, as the admissions authority for Colne Primet Academy and West
Craven High School, is beginning a consultation on admission arrangements for the 2027–
2028 academic year.

Under the Department for Education’s School Admission Code, all admission authorities must
consult on their arrangements whenever changes are proposed, or at least once every seven
years. This ensures the process remains open, transparent, and gives parents and the
community the chance to share their views.

For 2027–2028, the Trust is proposing a change to the Published Admission Number (PAN) for
both schools. The PAN sets the maximum number of pupils that can be admitted to each year
group.

The consultation will run for a minimum of six weeks, and Pendle Education Trust warmly
invites feedback from parents, carers, and other interested parties.

📄 Full details of the proposed arrangements can be viewed in the PDFs available at the
bottom of the consultation webpage. Here

🗓️ Consultation deadline: All responses must be submitted by 12pm on Friday 12th
December.

✉️ How to respond:

Please send your comments or feedback in writing to:

Anita Ghidotti-Gibson
Colne Primet Academy
Dent Street, Colne, BB8 8JF

or email: contact@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk

Your feedback is valued and will help shape the future admissions arrangements for our
schools.
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CONSULTATION ADMISSIONS ARRANGEMENTS

https://www.pendleeducationtrust.co.uk/page/?title=Consultation+on+Admission+Arrangements+for+2027%26%238211%3B2028&pid=64
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY

The librarian loves Slaughterhouse Five by
Kurt Vonnegut. This book is a literary classic,
with anti-war as its main message. Although

originally published in 1969, the book’s
themes are still urgent today. Attempts have

been made to ban it in several American
schools, but challenges against these bans

were successful in the Supreme Court due to
infringements to First Amendment rights.

 
Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night by Dylan Thomas 
 
Do not go gentle into that good night, 
Old age should burn and rave at close of day; 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 
 
Though wise men at their end know dark is right, 
Because their words had forked no lightning, they 
Do not go gentle into that good night. 
 
Good men, the last wave by, crying how bright 
Their frail deeds might have danced in a green bay, 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 
 
Wild men who caught and sang the sun in flight, 
And learn, too late, they grieved it on its way, 
Do not go gentle into that good night. 
 
Grave men, near death, who see with blinding sight 
Blind eyes could blaze like meteors and be gay, 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 
 
And you, my father, there on the sad height, 
Curse, bless, me now with your fierce tears, I pray. 
Do not go gentle into that good night. 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 

 

Dylan Thomas was born on October 27th 1914 and died on November 9th 1953 at the age of
39. He lived in Wales and England and travelled to Ireland, Italy the Czech Republic, Iran and
America. Though his life was short he created a large body of work including: hundreds of

poems, surreal short stories, broadcasts about his childhood, a novel and a play. One of his
many poems is produced here: 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Year 10 Barclay’s Life Skills - 23rd October
DWP - Workplace Skills - 24th October
Friday 24  October - school closes for half termth

10  November - school reopens for staff and studentsth

Remembrance Day 11  Novemberth

West Craven Book Fair - 13  Novemberth

Year 10 Careers Meeting 17  Novemberth

Star Awards - Colne Muni - 18  Novemberth

Year 11 Mock Interview Day - 27  Novemberth
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West Craven High School Pumpkin Carving Competition 

It’s officially spooky season, and West Craven High School is inviting all young people from the
Barnoldswick community to take part in our annual Pumpkin Carving Competition!

We’re looking for the most creative, spooky, or funny pumpkin designs — so grab your carving
tools and get imaginative! Once your masterpiece is ready, simply head over to the West
Craven High School Facebook page and post a photo of your pumpkin in the comments
section of the competition post.

The pumpkin with the most likes will win a special prize from West Craven High School!

Key Dates:
🎃 Competition closes: 9am, Friday 1st November 2025
👻 Winner announced: Saturday 2nd November 2025

Entries must be original and created during the competition period.

We can’t wait to see the spooky, silly and spectacular designs our local young people come up
with — good luck and happy carving! 
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OUR COMMUNITY
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OUR COMMUNITY
Community Advertisements

In this section of our newsletter, we share posters for local events, activities, and
charities. 

If you would like us to advertise a community event or club, please email
jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk.

Please note that West Craven High School is not affiliated with these
organisations and cannot endorse the events, promotions, or clubs. We will only

feature events that we consider appropriate for our school community.

Stay connected, follow us on Facebook and Instagram

A very warm welcome to all our new Year 7 families! 
We are thrilled to have you join the West Craven High School community. 
To stay updated on school news, student achievements, important events,

and reminders, we encourage all parents and carers to follow our official
Facebook and Instagram pages.

West Craven High School

WestCraven.Barnoldswick


