
WEST CRAVEN HIGH SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Principal’s Welcome

Friday 3  Octoberrd

Mr Bates, Principal

Dear Parent/Carer,

This week was our Open Evening. We welcomed 150 families through our doors on Thursday night to
come and see what West Craven High School is all about. We asked our students at the beginning of
last week if any of them were able to help on the night and support the school. Over 50 of our students
came back to school, dressed in their pristine full uniform for 5:30pm and stayed until gone 8pm. They
were polite, welcoming and articulate, as they helped prospective parents and students find their way
around the school. These students will all receive a reward in assemblies next week and I am
extremely grateful to them for giving their time up to represent our school.

The Year 5 and 6 parents spoke very highly of the school and the students while on their visit, as they
explored the different classrooms and activities; from murder scenes to dissections, jewellery making
to escape rooms, and they got to sample the food from our catering team also. Parents listened to our
Head Boy and Girl, James Markham and Chrissy Walton, as well as James Winter and Faye Culkin in
year 11, who spoke of their time at West craven since Year 7. All four students delivered their speeches
confidently to a packed school hall and spoke eloquently about their experiences of school. There was
also a speech from 2 Year 7 students, Isabella Atkinson and Alessio Morone, who spoke about what it
was like to join West Craven High School. I was very proud of how well they spoke to a large adult
crowd after just 5 weeks in the school. I have every confidence that these students have a great future
ahead of them at West Craven and beyond.
The Open Evening finished at 8pm on Thursday night and it was a genuine struggle to get staff,
students and children to stop enjoying the activities and conversations they were engaged in. It was
lovely to see so many families from the community and share all that we are doing as a school. I hope
to see many of them again in September 2026.

It is great to see our sports fixtures get up and running, with our Year 8, 9 and 10 boys football getting
off to a flying start this week; 23 goals across 3 matches. Fortunately, 20 of the goals were ours.
Unfortunately, 3 of them were against the Y10s, who played well, but suffered defeat. Our Year 8 and 9s
secured confident wins and kept clean sheets. I will watch the fixtures with interest and make space
for that trophy!

I have spoken to the staff and students about making every minute of every lesson count. With this in
mind, we are focusing on punctuality to lessons. Arriving late to lessons is lost time learning and it
interrupts the learning of others when the teacher has to stop the lesson. In school we ask that
registers are completed in the first 5 minutes of the lesson. This gives everyone plenty of time to move
across school. From Monday if a student is late to a lesson without a valid reason, they will receive a 20
minute detention. If they are late for 2 lessons in a day it will be a 40 minute detention. If they are late
to 3 or more lessons in a day, it will result in a 1 hour detention. The attendance team will always
contact parents about these detentions in advance. The vast majority of our students arrive before
the register is closed and will be happy knowing that their lessons are less disrupted by late arrivals.

Thank you for continued support
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STARS OF THE WEEK

Congratulations to this week's top students from each form group.

Zoya 7.AOP
Brooke 7.MFO

Ollie 7.OCA
Anya 7.YGR

Olivia 8.EAJ
Annie 8.KSN
Harry 8.NHU

George 8.RSW

Charlie 9.HWH
Eva 9.JBR
Max 9.LWI
Ella 9.WDA

Saman 10.ABA
Noah 10.CMC
Chloe 10.DWI

Eva 10.JPE
Toby 10.RGR

Jacob 11.API
Jakub 11.DRA
Aiden 11.ECU
Evie 11.JHA

Simra 11.MBA
Amelia 11.MMO

Anya 11.MTU
Arkadiusz 11.STA



OPEN EVENING SUCCESS
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Thank You for Joining Us at Our Open Evening

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all the families who joined us for our
Open Evening. It was wonderful to see so many of you exploring our school, meeting our
staff, and taking part in the wide range of interactive activities on offer in classrooms.

A special thank you also goes to our student helpers and prefects, who did a fantastic job
welcoming families, leading tours, and sharing their experiences of life at our school.

Throughout the evening, families had the chance to hear from our Principal, Senior
Deputy Principals, Senior Prefects and Year 7 students, who all spoke passionately about
our school community and what makes it such a special place to learn.

We hope you enjoyed the evening and that it gave you a real sense of the opportunities,
support, and warm welcome we offer every child.

For families applying for a Year 7 place in September 2026, please remember the
deadline for applications is 31st October 2025. Applications can be made online via the
local authority website. click here

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/
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SPORTS FIXTURES

Mr Wilson
Head of PE

 School Football Highlights!
 Our Year 8 superstars smashed it again with a 14–0 win at Marsden Heights! What a
performance — this team is on fire! 

Not to be outdone, Year 9 stormed to a 6–0 victory, showing real skill and teamwork.
Huge congratulations to them!

Year 10 fought hard in their match but came up short with a 3–0 loss. Plenty of
positives to take forward though — we’re excited to see what’s next from them!

This week our PSHE sessions saw a number of guests come in and talk to our
students, ranging from College presentations to talks on the importance of sexual
health to our Year 9 students. Year 10 had a focus on mental health and how to look
after themselves, especially across these next two years in the build up to college
applications and exams. 

On Friday Year 11 had an assembly from
Training 2000. A local provider of
apprenticeships who discussed what an
apprenticeship is, how they are
accessed and future possibilities.

Mr Brook
Personal Development 

& Careers Lead

Personal Development
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YEAR 7 STUDENT FEEDBACK
Starting high school is a big step… but our new Year 7s have settled in
brilliantly! We asked them how they’ve found their first few weeks —
here’s what they had to say…



Computing and Business Learning in Action 

It has been a busy and exciting half term across Computing and Business lessons, with
students from Year 7 through to Year 11 developing key skills for their future learning and
careers.

Year 7
Our newest students have been getting familiar with their computers and focusing on
Digital Literacy. They have learned how to use apps such as Microsoft Outlook and Microsoft
Teams, and are currently creating presentations about how to use the internet safely and
responsibly.

Year 8
Year 8 students have been delving into Computer Systems, exploring what goes on “under
the hood” of a computer. They have also been developing their understanding of Computer
Logic by making virtual circuits using logic gates.

Year 9
In Year 9, students have started programming using the Python language. They have been
creating interactive programs — from asking users how they are, to building number-
guessing games that test both logic and creativity.

Year 10 – Business in the Real World
Students in Year 10 have been learning about Business Ownership Models and exploring the
types of people who may want to start a business. These lessons are helping them
understand the foundations of enterprise and entrepreneurship.

Year 11 – Marketing
Our Year 11 students have been developing their knowledge of Marketing Strategies. They
are considering how businesses can be successful by reaching their audiences effectively,
giving them an excellent grounding for both exams and real-world applications.

Across all year groups, it is clear that students are building skills that will not only support
their studies but also prepare them for the fast-changing digital and business world.
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CURRICULUM UPDATE COMPUTING/BUSINESS

Mr Hussain 
Head of Computing



Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope this message finds you well. I am delighted to introduce myself as the Pastoral Lead for Year 11,
and I am very much looking forward to supporting your child through the final and most important stage
of their secondary school journey.

Year 11 is a crucial time, and my priority is to help make this year as smooth, focused, and successful as
possible. My aim is for every student to achieve their full potential, enabling them to move confidently
into their chosen next steps—whether that be college, an apprenticeship, or another exciting pathway.

Following the fantastic exam results achieved by the class of 2025, we are setting our sights high once
again. I am confident that, with the right support and encouragement, this year group will continue to
thrive and exceed expectations.

One of our key priorities this term is to ensure that all students have submitted at least one college or
post-16 application before the Christmas break. This will give them the best possible start to planning
their futures. Please do keep an eye out for information about upcoming college open evenings—these
are invaluable opportunities for students to explore their options.

We recognise that Year 11 is a demanding and high-pressure year, so we are committed to supporting
students not only academically but also in their wellbeing and motivation. As such, we will be offering
rewards to celebrate the students’ hard work, effort, and positive contributions. Following feedback
from the students themselves we hope to offer a number of incentives including a silent disco
experience and a pizza treat, these will be given to students who consistently demonstrate good
attendance, punctuality, effort, behaviour, and commitment to their studies.

I am here to help both students and families navigate this year, so if you have any questions or concerns,
please don’t hesitate to get in touch. Working together, we can make this a successful and rewarding final
year for your child.

We are working hard as a school to ensure that all of our Year 11 students are fully supported in the run-
up to their mock exams and GCSEs. Every student will shortly receive a new revision planner and a
revision strategies guide to help them organise their independent study effectively at home.

We will also be sharing a comprehensive revision timetable which sets out the after-school Lesson 6
sessions available for each subject. These sessions will give students valuable opportunities to
consolidate their learning and access tailored support from their teachers.

In addition, Year 11 students will have the opportunity to take part in revision sessions during the second
week of the October half-term, and further details will be shared with families soon.

Thank you for continuing to support your child during this important stage of their education.
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PASTORAL UPDATES

Mrs Gartland
Pastoral Lead Year 11
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HOSPITALITY AND CATERING

Hospitality and Catering Success
Our Hospitality and Catering students
have once again had a fantastic week

in the kitchen. They have been busy
preparing a range of delicious dishes,
taking great care not only with taste

but also with presentation. It has been
wonderful to see their skills and

creativity developing as they produce
food that looks as good as it tastes.

Mrs Whittle
Head of CVOC 



NATIONAL POETRY DAY
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National Poetry Day 2025: Creativity in Action

On Thursday, we joined schools and communities across the country to
celebrate National Poetry Day. This year’s theme encouraged students to
explore the power of words and how poetry can inspire, comfort, and connect
us.

As part of our celebrations, a group of talented Year 8 students read and
performed a selection of poems. Their performances highlighted not only their
confidence and creativity but also the enjoyment that poetry can bring.

It was wonderful to see our students embracing the art of poetry and sharing
their voices with staff and peers. Well done to everyone involved!
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
This week in WAARA

Yesterday was National Poetry Day on Thursday 2nd October! This year
the theme was ‘PLAY’ and students experimented with how board games
can be used as extended metaphors for life. Inspired by the poem
‘Monopoly’, some students chose a board game which could form the
basis for their metaphor for life concept in their poem. Here are some
examples from KS3 who investigated the idea of ‘play’ and what that
means to them

Mrs Haynes-Cooper 
Director of English and
 Whole School Literacy

The librarian loves 
Never Flinch by Stephen King. This

is the fourth book in the “Holly”
series. I am completely engrossed
with this book, a perfect read now

the nights are drawing in.
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
At Open Evening, we welcomed students from
local primary schools currently in Year 6, who
are searching for their new school! The English
Department was resplendent as we explored
what it means to be a student at West
Craven. In the first half term of Year 7,
students examine different poems which all
feature the theme of identity and our place in
the world.

In the UK, Black History Month happens every October. The
library has a display to help pupils understand and
appreciate the impact of black heritage and culture.
People from African and Caribbean backgrounds have
been a fundamental part of British history for centuries.
However, their contributions to society have often been
overlooked or distorted. This year’s theme is “Standing
Firm in Power and Pride”. We hope the library display helps
our pupils broaden their understanding of Black history
and encourages them to continue to advocate for
progress and social justice.

October 2nd was National Poetry
Day. To mark this day, the library

had a wide range of poetry books
and books written in verse on

display
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EXTRA CURRICULAR OFFER
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EXTRA CURRICULAR OFFER



OUT OF SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT
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If you would like to share your child’s out of school achievements, please contact
jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk

🌟 Out of School Achievement 🌟

🏏 Congratulations to Milo! Representing Earby Junior Cricket Club, Milo has had an
outstanding year in cricket and has been recognised with an incredible amount of
awards for 2025:

Under-15s Batting Award
Under-15s Fielding Award
Michael Wiseman Youth Award for Cricket
Under-15s Tom Barrett Memorial Trophy - Cricketer of the Year 2025

We are extremely proud of Milo for his dedication, talent, and sporting success — a
fantastic achievement that deserves to be celebrated! 👏



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Year 10 one to one Careers Meeting 7  October th

Burnley College Assembly Year 10 - 9  Octoberth

Burnley College Assembly Year 11 - 10  October th

Lancashire Sexual Health Team  - 13  Octoberth

Year 10 Careers Meetings 13  October th

Year 10 Barclay’s Life Skills - 23rd October
DWP - Workplace Skills - 24th October
Friday 24  October - school closes for half termth

10  November - school reopens for staff and studentsth

Remembrance Day 11  Novemberth

West Craven Book Fair - 13  Novemberth

Year 10 Careers Meeting 17  Novemberth

Star Awards - Colne Muni - 18  Novemberth

Year 11 Mock Interview Day - 27  Novemberth
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OUR COMMUNITY
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OUR COMMUNITY
Community Advertisements

In this section of our newsletter, we share posters for local events, activities, and
charities. 

If you would like us to advertise a community event or club, please email
jevetts@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk.

Please note that West Craven High School is not affiliated with these
organisations and cannot endorse the events, promotions, or clubs. We will only

feature events that we consider appropriate for our school community.

Stay connected, follow us on Facebook and Instagram

A very warm welcome to all our new Year 7 families! 
We are thrilled to have you join the West Craven High School community. 
To stay updated on school news, student achievements, important events,

and reminders, we encourage all parents and carers to follow our official
Facebook and Instagram pages.

West Craven High School

WestCraven.Barnoldswick






