
WEST CRAVEN HIGH SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Principal’s Welcome

Friday 5  Septemberth

Mr Bates, Principal

Dear Parents / Carers 

It wouldn’t be right to start the new academic year without recognising the achievements of the Year 11s
that completed their exams and their journey with us in the summer 2025. It was wonderful on results day
to see so many students opening the results they thoroughly deserved, with the vast majority of our Year
11s getting the results they needed to pursue their chosen next steps. Ultimately, this is the purpose of
everything we do in school, which is embodied in our school motto ‘Ad Vitam Paramus’, meaning ‘We are
preparing for life’. This year saw improvements in outcomes for students with more students gaining
5GCSEs including English and Maths, at grade 4 and grade 5. While every single exam result is a
celebrated, these are important benchmarks, as they enable greater access to Post 16 courses and
training. I am very pleased that more of our students are now achieving these grades. There were also
more of the very top GCSE results, with 58 grade 7s, 37 grade 8s and 13 grade 9s. This is an excellent
achievement and I am very proud of the work and effort the class of 2025 put in to achieve these results. I
wish them every success for the future and I look forward to seeing them at the Star Awards later this
term.

We now look ahead to the new academic year, where we continue in this vision, developing, supporting
and preparing young people to be ready, able and qualified to take their next steps in the world. I have
already spoken with the current Year 11 as we start from day one to achieve even better outcomes as a
school for the young people in this community. Moreover, I have delivered a very similar message to all
year groups this week, including to our new Year 7s, who looked very smart in their new uniforms, ready to
begin the next stage of their journey in education with us. My message was clear; We want the best
outcomes for our students, as this makes more opportunities available to them. Whatever success looks
like for your child, we want them to achieve it during their 5 years with us!

A reminder that we are a mobile phone free school. We understand that children may wish to have a
phone with them for their journey to and from school, but there is no place for them in the school day;
They are a distraction and can cause more harm than good! Therefore, if students choose to bring their
phones, they will be locked away in purpose-built cabinets in each form room. At the end of the day in
afternoon registration, their phoners will be returned to them. This is to keep our young people safe and
to ensure that they are focusing on learning and developing.

We are delighted to be expanding our extra-curricular offer this year. Please see the information included
in the ebulletin about Imogen’s School of Dance and Stage Door. Both will be delivered here at West
Craven after school each week. Please use the details to express an interest and secure your child's place.
We want our students to engage as much outside the classroom as they do within it. We are still not
finished and there is more we still want to add this year, so please encourage your child to get involved
and take part, and to tell us if there is something that they are interested in that we don’t currently offer.
I am looking forward to the year ahead, as we work together to achieve great things for all of the students
at West Craven. Thank you for your continued support.
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West Craven High School celebrates students’ achievements on GCSE Results Day

West Craven High School’s Class of 2025 are celebrating after receiving their GCSE results and taking
the first step towards their ambitious futures.

West Craven Principal, Mr Bates, said: “The achievements of our GCSE students reflect not only their
academic talent but also the perseverance and commitment they have shown throughout their
studies. I am immensely proud of each and every one of them and wish them continued success as
they move forward, chasing new dreams and embracing fresh challenges. We look forward to hearing
all about their first few weeks on their new courses at our Star Awards in November."

Some of the students celebrating their achievements included Ruby Robinson and Olivia Marsden
who are both progressing to T Levels at Nelson and Colne College. Ruby will be studying Early Years
Education and Olivia will be studying Healthcare Science. Lewis Barnes is also progressing to a T
Level in Design, Surveying and Planning for Construction and Bradley Wood is progressing to a T
Level in Mechanical Engineering. Connor Graham is also progressing to a T Level in Engineering.

Aamna Manazir will be pursuing A Levels in Chemistry, Biology, and Physics at Nelson and Colne
College. Other students progressing to A Levels include Daisy Ottewell in History, Ancient History,
and English Language and Literature, Alfie Thomas in Accountancy, Economics, and Chemistry, Riley
Moss in Product Design, Physics and Business and Sofia Kobylecka in History, English Literature, and
Psychology.

YEAR 11 LEAVERS 2025
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YEAR 11 LEAVERS 2025



Dear Parent or Guardian,

The trustees of Pendle Education Trust are seeking a Parent Governor to join the Local
Academy Council at West Craven High School and invite parents, foster parents, carers or
guardians who would like to be considered, to put their names forward.

An outline of the role can be found here and we are particularly looking to recruit a parent
who, as well as wishing to support West Craven High School in improving outcomes for
students, has an interest in further developing the school as a community asset and working
with the other Pendle Education Trust schools in the area. 

If you are interested in standing as a Parent Governor and wish to find out more about what
the role entails, please contact Val Townsend, Clerk to the Trust at
vtownsend@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk
You may also find the following website useful www.nga.org.uk.

If you wish to be considered, you will need to complete the form below by 9am on Friday 19th
September 2025 or if you wish to complete a paper form, contact the school office for this.
If we have more suitable candidates than there are vacancies, an election process will be held.

It should be noted that parents who have been adjudged bankrupt, who have been removed as
a trustee or who have received a prison sentence of more than three months for a criminal
offence are disqualified from serving as a governor. All governors are required to complete a
DBS check.
We do hope you are interested in standing and look forward to receiving your application.
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PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCY

https://westcraven.web11.juniperwebsites.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/governance/BA142902B40F5070DC7F23A53E467D8A.docx
mailto:vtownsend@pendleeducationtrust.co.uk
http://www.nga.org.uk/


🌟 A Wonderful Start to Year 7 🌟

Dear Parents and Carers,

I am delighted to share how incredibly well our Year 7 pupils have settled into life at high
school. The transition from primary to secondary school can be a big step, but your
children have approached it with enthusiasm, resilience, and a fantastic attitude.

Although it’s been a short week, from the very first day, they have shown kindness to
one another, curiosity in their learning, and a growing confidence in navigating their new
environment. It’s been a joy to see them forming new friendships, engaging positively
with staff, and embracing the opportunities that come with being part of our school
community.

In lessons, pupils have impressed staff with their focus, creativity, and willingness to
take on new challenges. Around school, they’ve demonstrated respect, responsibility,
and a genuine eagerness to contribute to our shared values.
I am incredibly proud of each and every one of them and look forward to supporting
them as they continue to grow and thrive throughout the year.

Thank you for your continued support. 

Together, we can ensure that Year 7 is a happy, 
successful, and memorable experience for all.

Warm regards,

Mrs Harper
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PASTORAL UPDATES
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OUR CORE EXPECTATIONS

The West Craven Way:

We are excited to
introduce our new core
expectations:

Be Safe

Be Respectful

Be Ready

Students were actively
involved in shaping what
these rules mean for us all,
sharing their ideas and
helping to define the
criteria for each. 

We are extremely proud of
what they have achieved,
and now have a set of
simple, easy-to-follow
rules that everyone at
West Craven High School
can embrace. 

As we move forward, we
will continue to aspire to
follow the West Craven
Way—by being ready, being
respectful, and being safe
every day.
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY
The librarian loves The Body in the Castle Well
by Martin Walker. This is the 12th book in the
series and it now feels like the characters have
become friends

September is a time of transition. Change can be difficult and for those pupils
who are maybe finding these first few weeks a bit tricky, the library has a range
of books to help. There are books available on friendship issues, self-esteem
and confidence. These books are located in a quiet corner near the sofa. A
perfect spot to find a book to help you settle in to school life. 
 

The library has lots of new books available, with
something for everyone. The librarian hopes you

all enjoy these books. 
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WE ARE A READING ACADEMY



Important Attendance and Safeguarding Reminders

As part of our safeguarding, Parents/Carers must report absence to the school before 9.00 am
on every day that a student is absent via the absence line; 01282 812292 option 1 or by
emailing attendance@westcraven.co.uk

When absence is due to illness, parents/carers must always inform the school of the exact
nature of the illness.

If the school is not notified of a student absence parents/carers will be contacted by SMS and
then phone/email by the Attendance Officer.

If parents/carers give no reason for absence, then this is an unauthorised absence. Failure to
notify school is a safeguarding concern.

If your child is absent for 3 consecutive days without notification, a Home Welfare Visit will be
done by the Attendance Team

Term time leaves of absence will only be granted by the Headteacher in exceptional
circumstances.

Applications must be made at least 3 weeks before the absence.

Medical and dental appointments should be made outside of school hours wherever possible
and proof of the appointment sent to the school (either the text notification or appointment
card).

It is well known that poor attendance will impact on children’s learning as well as their sense of
well-being, sense of belonging and establish life-long habits for good attendance in general. The
following figures show clearly how time lost cannot be regained:

• 98% attendance means that your child has missed 4 days in the school year
• 95% attendance means that your child has missed 10 days in the school year
• 90% attendance means that your child has missed 19 days in the school year
• 80% attendance means that your child has missed 38 days in the school year
• 5 minutes late each day means three whole days lost each year
• 17 days missed from school each year equates to a whole GCSE grade
• Attendance affects learning, future earning, wellbeing and a sense of belonging

ATTENDANCE
A huge shoutout to all pupils for their excellent attendance so far!! 
Being present and punctual is one of the most important steps toward
achieving their goals, and the commitment to showing up ready to learn is
truly impressive. Your support as parents is important as consistent
attendance sets the foundation for success both inside and outside the
classroom.
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ATTENDANCE
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NEW EXTRA CURRICULAR SESSIONS
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NEW EXTRA CURRICULAR SESSIONS



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

8  September school photographs Years 7,9 & 11th

12th September Craven College assembly
12th September - Trip to Wood End Farm
15  September Nelson & Colne College visitth

15  September Lancashire Sexual Health Team visitth

16  September Streetwise Assemblyth

18th September Year 7 Tutor Evening
18th September Year 11 Revision Workshop
25  September European Day of Languagesth

25  September Year 11 Power to Perform eventth

26  September Macmillan Coffee morningth

29  September Year 10 one to one careers sessionsth

2nd October Year 10 Careers Event Colne Muni
2  October Open Evening 6-8pmnd
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OUR NEXT OPEN EVENT
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