
Key Terms:  

Ecosystem: A biological community of interacting organisms and their physical environment (abiotic and biotic factors).                                                               Desertification: The process of semi-arid land becoming desert. 

Adaptation: changes in an organism to suit its environment.        

A named case study town: Jaisalmer (wind farm, tourism, limestone minerals).                  



Case Study: Challenges and Opportunities in the Thar Desert 

Mineral Extraction: gypsum, feldspar, phospherile and kaolin are mined from 

the area and sold. Limestone is also extracted from Jaisalmer and is widely used 

in India’s steel industry.  

Tourism:  the extreme desert environment provides beautiful landscapes and 

adventure activities for tourists.  Camel rides are a popular excursion from 

Jaisalmer. 

Energy: Coal can be found in the Giral area and oil has transformed the Barner 

regions economy.  In 2001 the Jaisalmer wind farm was constructed to become 

India’s largest. Bhaleri provides land for a solar farm which enhances the vast 

cloudless skies provided by the desert environment. 

Farming: Most people in hot desert regions are involved in subsistence farming 

(providing food for just themselves and their family) and often included rearing 

sheep and growing vegetables. 

In 1958 the Indira Ghandi Canal 

allowed irrigation and commer-

cial farming took of, growing 

crops such as cotton. 

 


